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LUKE xxi, 19. 


Tris DO IN REMEMBRANCE or Mx. 


1 is hardly poſſible to conceive any thing more plain and 


intelligible than the account, which three of the Evan- 
geliſts have given us, of the Inſtitution of the Lord's 
Supper. Wherefore Saint John, who being the laſt writer 
of the Apoſtles is therefore ſuppoſed to be the moſt ac- 
curate, does nevertheleſs take no notice of this inſtitution, 


= i; very obvious. His Goſpel was not intended for a nar- 
rative of the life and actions of Chriſt, but only for an] 
a ppendix to the hiſtory which had been written before by 


the other Evangelilts, and to ſupply what they had omitted; 
he wrote it late in life, after the Apoſtles and Diſciples of 


1 WW Chriſt had ſpread the Goſpel far and near, and this holy 
—= inſtitution had univerſally been taught and received there- 


with. The obligation was ſufficiently evident from the 


words themſelves, ©* take, eat; drink ye all of this; this 
Jo in remembrance of Me.” New whether this was to be 

one by them once only, or oftener ; and whether by the 
Aiſciples only during their lives, or by all chriſtians after- 
wards in every ſucceſſive age of the church; is not in- 
died certain merely from the fogce of the words them 


ſelves: but what Saint Paul adds puts the matter out of 


dall doubt, that the inſtitution of this Sacrament was in- 


tended not only for that age, but for all chriſtians, and for 
all ages of the church; © for as often as ye eat this bread 
and drink this cup, ye do ſhew forth-the Lord's death till 
he come, that is, until the time of his ſecond comin 


obligation will more fully appear, if we-advert to the 
Fs | A alage 


3 


which will be at the end of the world. ' And the 4 


9 


DI 


uſage of the primitive chriſtians and of all ages of the 
church to this time; for the ſenſe or meaning of any law 
or inſtitution is beſt underſtood from the general practice 
which follows immediately thereupon. 

The firſt converts to chriſtianity communicated in this 
| holy jacrament with all humility and ſubmiſſion to the 
plain and expreſs will and authority of our Lord ; and not 
only this general obſervance of the duty is remarkable, but 
the conſtancy alſo and frequency of the performance ; for 
they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles doctrine and 
fellowſhip, and were daily in the temple breaking bread 
with one accord.” Acts ii, 42. The holy injunction was. 
never conſidered as confined to the age of the ee 
and chriſtians have always looked upon it as a duty, a 
generally performed it with a reverential obedience; N 
cept ſome modern ſectaries, who pretend to have a light 
within them, and boru with them too, ſufficient to con- 
duct them to ſalvation. And I am deſirous, that ye ſhould 
be carefully provided with this argument againſt chat vain | 
conceit of enthuſiaſm, which ſeems to be getting ground 
again among us, concerning the gift and diſpenſation of 
the Holy Ghoſt; when all human teaching ſhall ceaſe, and 
all external ordinances and inſtitutions, as being of no fur- 
ther uſe in religion, ſhall vaniſh ; vain, I ſay, and ground- 
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leſs in itſelf, as well as deſtructive in its conſequence of _—_ 
our faith in the hope of eternal life, as often as we par, 
take of this Sacrament. | 3 3 

Suitable likewiſe to the dignity and importance of the ü 


Inſtitution is the account which Saint Paul gives, in the 
firſt inſtance of a careleſs inattention and diſobedience 


thereto ; that it was enforced diſtinctly by an bee ae 1 
revelation made to him by the Lord himſelf: which, as it 1 
added ſingular weight and authority to a plain and eaſy . 


in function, made his reproof of his new converts for a 


manifeſt neglect and contempt thereof peculiarly power- . 
ful and effectual. Under theſe circumſtances it was ney; | 3 
fal to give it all the importance that he poſſibly could. 5 


To the Corinthians, who had ſo far forgot their chriſ- 
tian duty as to run into the moſt ſcandalous exceſſes of 
: w* 61 F 9 : 4 - « , ( -riot 
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riot and uncharirableneſs, it was not enough to write of 
gratitude and benevolence and all thoſe amiable prin- 
ciples, upon which the divine author had reſted this in- 
ſtitution, and moreover to repreſent it as an infallible mark 
or badge of the chriſtian profeſſion, the teſtimony of 
unity, and the very bond of peace, as well as a ſtanding 


bas recourſe to the uſual addreſs of orators, in applying | 
"EE to their fears: he tells them, whoſoever ſhall eat this 


the body and blood of the Lord ; he eateth and drinke'h 
damnation to himſelf, not conſidering the Lord's body.” 
1 Cor. xi. | 
If the Corinthians had attended to thoſe ſolemn words, 

which ſo plainly and with ſo much authority expreſs the 
nature, end, and deſign of this holy ſacrament, they could 
not have committed an error in an eſſential point, amount- 
ing to an open and declared contempt of that admonition 
and precept, which in expreſs words was a part, and a 
principal part too, of the inſlitution itſelf, It was not 
poſlible that they ſhould, at the very time of celebrating 
this holy rite, have deſpiſed their poor brethren, not al- 
—_—= lowing them to partake equally in their religious feſtivals, 
DW if they had conſidered, that the action which they were 
RE then performing was the ſolemn ſhewing forth the Lord's 
death, an holy profeſſion of their belief in a crucified 

x Saviour, a public declaration of their hope of ſalvation 
only through the merits of his death, who died equally 
äu for the poor and the rich, for the honourable and the diſ- 
"EXE tonourable. - They could not have behaved themſelves 
chas careleſsly and unſuitably to the ſolemnity, if they had 
attended to that plain injunction, Do this in remem- 
bdbrance of Me.” | | 

In like manner, is it poſſible for a true member of the 
church of Chriſt to approach the Lord's table without a 
reverential awe upon his mind, and a moſt earneſt deſire 
to ſtrengthen his faith in God, to expreſs his gratitude to 


merits of his blood who loved us and gave himſelf for us. 
N A 2 and 


memorial of the death of Chriſt ; the Apoſtle therefore 


bread” and drink this cup unworthily, ſhall be guilty of | 


| 


his Saviour, to obtain pardon of his paſt ſins 87 6 the 


4.3 


and to make ſolemn reſolations of perfecting his repen- 
tance and renewing his obedience towards God, that the 
holineſs of his life be anſwerable to the obligation which 
this holy communion lays upon him? Ts it poſſible, that 
a pions contemplation upon the wonderful love of God, 
the Supreme Lord and Father of all, in {ending freely into 
the world His own Son to become a facrifice and propi- 
tiation for fin; or that an holy and devout meditation on 
the death of Chriſt; which we ſolemnly commemorate in 
the Lord's ſupper, in ſubmitting willingly to the good 
pleaſure of His Father, ſhonld fail to diſpoſe them who 


partake thereof to mutual love and charity? Will not. 


the remembrance of theſe things be a mighty endearment 


of this inſtitution to all who call themſelves Chriſtians * 


that it was the earneſt requeſt, the poſitive command of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, to commemorate His death in the 
manner which He has preſcribed ; and that this holy-rite 
was inſtituted at the time when he was going to lay down 
His life for the fins of men, and by His death to procure 
ſor them everlaſting lite; that it is moreover the moſt pro- 
per and diſtinguiſhing act of divine worſhip ; that by our 
participation at the Lord's table we are received into the 
divine grace and favour ; that our faith in Chriſt is there- 
by increaſed; our hope and truſt in Rim ſtrengthened ; 
and our charity towards our brethren enlarged, in pro- 
portion to the ardency of gratitude and devotion, where- 
with we commemorate that ſtupendous inſtance of divine 
love. Whatſcever we are commanded to do in remem- 
brance of Chriſt, whatſoever we do in remembrance of 


_ Chriſt, muſt needs be worthy of Chriſt. It would moſt. 
highly become us to ſubmit with all humility to the will 
and authority of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, though we 


could not underſtand ſo much of the reaſonableneſs and 
utility of the inſtitution, as we do; though we could not 
perceive diltinftly the benefits that we receive thereby; 
and were not able to apprehead the particular grounds of 
its fitneſs. And if the injunction itſelf be ſo clear and 
expreſs, how evident the-obligation to obey a precept {a 
realonable, ſo eafy, ſo fall of blefings and benefits to the 

| faithful 
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faithful obſervers of it! Conſider it as the earneſt re- 
queſt of our beſt friend and benefactor, addreſſed to the 
moſt amiable principles of human nature, nothing can be 
more intereſting than the tenderneſs with which He deſires 
to cheriſh the remembrance of Himſelf by thoſe emblems 
of the moſt cruel and melancholy ſufferings, which He 
was juſt entering upon : Conſider it moreover as the per- 
petual ordinance and the divine command of our dying 
Saviour, nothing can be more authoritative than this po- 
ſitive inſtitution. It is the indiſpenſable duty of every one 
| Who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, to do this in remembrance 
of Chriſt. 

EZ — Remembrance implies in its moſt obvious meaning a ſe- 
rious attention, Do they remember their Creator and 
Redeemer, whe. frequent the public worſhip not at all, or 


more faulty and irregular in their devotions at the Lord's 
table ? \Young perſons are unmindful of the ſolemnity of 
the dying requeſt and command, call it which you will, of 
our bleſſed Saviour, becauſe it does not ſuit their gay and 
volatile diſpoſitions; or it may be, they are offended at 
the gloomineſs and moroſeneſs of ſome, who are moſt 
punctual in the obſervance of it—* Some, to whom I am 
now ſpeaking, have lately taken upon/themſelves thoſe en- 


= | gagements, which their godfathers and godmothers entered 
| "4 into for them at their baptiſm ; let them be admoniſhed to 


think ſeriouſly thereupon, and Ao complete thoſe engage- 
ments by being admitted to the holy communion, the moſt 
EX ſolemn act whereby they can profeſs their faith in Chriſt 
aad obedience to his goſpel—Many, who are of an indo- 
XX lent temper, have at the ſame time ſo much goodneſs of 
bleart, that one would wiſh to bring them over to the ob- 
ſervance of an inſtitution, which would be of ſingular ad- 
vantage to their natural diſ poſitions. Others on the con- 
trary are ſo unmindful of the time and occaſion when our 
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; a Theſe Diſcourſes were delivered ſoon after a Confirma- 1 
tion in 1774. een ee SO RENL 


Saviour 


elſe in a careleſs and reluctant manner; and who are ſtil 


ES 1 | 


Saviour inſtituted this rite, which are neceſſary to be at- 
tended to in order to underſtand it rightly, that they make 
it the inſtrument of bigotry and the very power of un- 
charitableneſs; they will not communicate for the world 
with any who are not of their own ſect and perſuaſion; or 
they come to the Lord's table as they happen to be in hu- 
mour with their brethren. Are ſuch the peculiar diſ- 
ciples of the meek and merciful Jeſus ? who inſtituted this 
holy ordinance with the utmoſt complacency and ſweet- 
- neſs of diſpoſition, when there fat with him at the table 
a wretch who, he knew, meditated to betray him, = We 
mult have a very extraordinary degree of charity to ſup- 
pole them to be chriſtians, at the ſame time that they neg · 
lect this benign and gracious memento of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, given under ſuch circumſtances as cannot bur affect 
every devout and grateful heart, and which is itſelf the 
likclieſt means in the world, if any have cauſe of uneaſi- 


neſs with any, to diſpoſe them to forgiveneſs and benevo- 
lence. 


“Do this in remembrance of Me” is moreover the 
weightieſt and moſt comprehenſive motive to the practice 


of every branch of our chriſtian duty, Men are uſually 


as unapt to remember, as they are at firſt flow to ap- 


prehend things of a ſpiritual nature. God has therefore 


been pleaſed to uſe the ſame means in keeping up ſpiritual: 


' Notions in our minds, as in conveying them thither, by 


the help of continued outward and ſenſible ſigns. | The 
death of Chriſt being ineſtimably the greateſt bleſſing that 


was ever conferred upon the ſons of men, it very well de- 
ſerved to be perpetnally kept in mind with the higheſt 
veneration, and commemorated with the greateſt thank- 
fulneſs. Our Saviour therefore inſticuted ſuch ſymbols 


or repreſentations of what he did and ſuffered for us, as 
might - beſt conduce to the | ſpiritual ends which he de- 
ſigned in this ſacrament: ſuch as might be moſt ex- 


preſſive of ap humble acknowledgment of the only ground 
of e and pardon in his death; a public declaration 
to the world of our faith in him, and an earneſt endea- 


vour to continue down the memory of his love to all ge- 
1 ner ations; — 


! 
nerations; the higheſt expreſſion of joy and gratitude to- 
wards God, for his unſpeakable mercy in ſending his Son 
into the world for the redemption of mankind; a con- 
fir mation of our covenant with God; a thankful accep- 
tance of thoſe conditions of pardon which he has offered 
to us, and a renewal of our obligations to obey Him; a 
= profeſſion of our communion one with another, and an 
= avowal of our mutual agreement and fellowſhip in com- 
© memorating our common Saviour. All this is implied in 
the remembrance of Chriſt, as often as we partake of the 
2X ſacrament of his body and blood. It is moreover an ear- 
ngmneſt meditation upon the death and paſſion of | our bleſſed 
Lord, with a due apprehenſion of its great concern and 
importance to our ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, which 
will always have an effectual influence upon our lives and 
actions. It ſhews forth the devout and religious affec- 
I tions, of the mind in ſuch outward acts, as are in their 
2 nature moſt apt to excite, as well as to expreſs 
them. | i Fall 
1 Yet to them, who having a lively faith in God's mercy 
= through Chriſt with a thaokful remembrance of his death, 
= do truly and ſincerely repent, and are ſtedfaſtly pur poſed 
do lead a new life and be in charity with all men, even to 
ſuch as are chriſtians indeed, the ſacrament of the Lord's, 
upper is not properly an expiation of fin; it is only a 
rhankful remembrance of that great atonement, by Which 
Pour repentance is made acceptable. Nor can religion be 
capable of greater corruption, ſuperſtition itſelf cannot be 
| 4 of more evil and pernicious conſequence, the ſubtleties of 
xXx controverſy which make the, world neither wiſer nor bet- 
"RE ter. were never worſe applied, than when that ordinance 
is recommended as an caſy method of obtaining perpetual 
pardon of repeated tranſgreſſions, which in rea Ity Was 
intended to remind us continually, that the pardon of 
ſin could not at all be obtained but by the ſhedding of 
the precious blood of the Son of God. | $76 - IE 
When the blood of Chriſt is ſtyled in the prophetic 
language of Zechariah (xiii.1.) * a fountain opened for ſin 
and unclcannels”- the meaning is, as St. Paul explains it; 


for 


* 


x5 


* 


RE 
for the forgiveneſs of ſins paſt, not for our encourage - 
ment to continue therein. / We muſt therefore with firm 
and effectual reſolutions of future obedience offer and pre- 
ſent ourſelves, our ſouls and bodies, a reaſonable, holy 
and lively ſacrifice unto God, as often as we commemo- 
rate that great ſacrifice which was once offered for us in 
the death of his Son. If any be a blaſphemer of God, 


an hinderer or ſlanderer of his word, an adulterer, or in 


malice, envy, or any other grievons crime, let him ac- 
knowledge his unworthineſs, and cry mightily unto Him 
that is able to ſave, if perhaps the wickedneſs of his paſt 
life may be forgiven him; or elſe come not to that holy 
table. But let not the doubting, tho' ſincere penitent, 
neglect to receive at all, in order to avoid the danger of 
receiving unworthily ; let him not omit, the performance 
of ſo ſacred an action, under the ſcrupulous notion of the 


want of due preparation, of which after all there is no 


other certain and infallible mark than the confequent 


effect. Much more let not pious perſons of a melan- | 
choly turn of mind be brought into great fear, even 
«+.where no fear is” : ſeeing, they conſtantly endeavour 
to obey the commandments of God and to live in the ha- 
bitual practice of virtue and religion, let them not be diſ- 


couraged from this ſacrament by the unwary diſcourſe of 
ſome, upon the miſapplication of ſeveral texts of ſcripture ; 
whence have arifen ſuch doubts and miſgivings as utterly 


deter many from the uſe of it, and in a great meaſure im- 


efs almoſt the generality of Chriſtians with a religious, 
had almoſt faid an irreligious, diffidence and terror, to 
the great prejudice and danger of their ſouls, the viſible 
abatement of piety, by the groſs neglect of ſo excellent a 
means of growth and improvement therein, and the 
mighty ſcandal of our holy religion by the general diſuſe 
of fo plain and ſolemn an inſtitution” of our bleſſed Lord 
It is not a matter of intricate enquiry, wherein that due 
tion conſiſts, beyond which are many perplexing 
difficulties, full of doubts and ſcruples and endleſs ſuper- 
Rition.” Let this be ſeriouſly and uniformly attended to, 
EY ON Rs 22 that 
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that it depends not on any ſecret virtue annexed to the ex. 
ternal action, but entirely on the right diſpoſition and 
worthy qualification of a pjous and devout mind. To 
which I will add the Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 


4 Xiii. 5. % Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the falth ; 


prove your own ſelves : know yet᷑ not your own ſelves, how 


© that jeſus Chriſt is in you, (or as it is elſewhere ex preſſed, 
the Spirit of Chriſt dwelleth in you) except ye be repro» 


bates ? or are ye fo little acquainted with yourſelves, as 


vot to know whether Chriſt be in you?“ Every man's own 
conſcience is the beſt expoſitor of the grace of God. Bar 
becauſe the minds of well diſpuſed chriſtians are always 
XXX deſirous to be eſpecially inſtructed in theſe partigblars, 
RX hence it becomes the indiſpenſable duty of the miniſters of 
RE the goſpel frequently and diligently to explain to the 


ple committed to their charge the general nature, end 


F . and deſign of the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, the 


particular obligations which chriſtians are” under to re- 
ceive it, the benefits of receiving it worthily, the pre 


| parations neceſſary thereto, together with the groundleſſneſs 


and vanity of moſt of thoſe reaſons, which men uſually al- 
lege for their-abſtaining from the holy communion, under 
the pretenge of want of due preparation: not conſidering, 
that ey the parable who refuſed to come to the marriage 

feaſt of the King's ſon were at leaſt as faulty as the -orhier, 


| who came withoyt a wedding-garment ; nor attending to 


the conſequence that as the latter met with ſevere puniſh- 


ment for au act of diſreſpect, ſo the former were deſtroy- 
ed for their diſobedience. - , | 


Theſe things, ye will bear me witneſs, I have often - 


* = mes largely inſiſted upon; yet I am deſirous of adding 
RX ſomething more, upon the great confidence that I have in 
= many, which may not only inſtru thoſe among you who 

are yet unedified, but remind you all of the obligation 


which chriſtianity lays upon us, to receive the holy com- 
munion in that plain, intelligible manner wherein it was 
offered to the world; without aſcribing to it powers 
which are no where promiſed, and which inſtead ' of 


| ſtrengthening do in reality weaken the obligations to 


B true 


* 


true piety and goodneſs, by giving falſe hopes that ſins 
unrepented of are cancelled by the obſervance of this one 
inſtitution ; or elſe by ſurrounding it with ſuch ground- 
leſs terrors, as prevent many weak though well diſpoſed 
.perſons from frequenting this holy rite, and really make 
them guilty of diſobedience to a poſitive command of 
Chriſt, And I cannot perform this ſervice better, than 
by explaining to you the Order for the adminiſtration of 
the Lord's Supper; which is the beſt guide and aſſiſtant 
to the pious communicant, to raiſe devout affections at the 
time of receiving, and to confirm his holy purpoſes after- 
wards. And be ye all aſſured of this, which many among 
you have experienced, that the effect of a conſtant uſe of 
it is, to form the ſoul into holy thoughts and deſires, and 
to beget habits of devotion; to raiſe the penitent heart 
from dejection by the frequent mention of God's mercies; 
to nouriſh the hope, to increaſe the faith, and elevate 
the joy of the devout chriſtian. May the Lord fulfil all 
His declarations and promiſes, and pardon all our weak- 
neſſes and imperteCtions ! 
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DISCOURSE II. 


made uſe of as helps or guides to the holy commu - 
nicant, do for the moſt part breath the ſpirit of enthu- 


ſiaſm more than of true piety, They are generally weak 


performances, calculated rather to raiſe an enflamed ecſta- 
tic devotion, than to compoſe the mind to the religious 
exerciſe of prayer and thankſgiving. , In ſome points they 
do not ſufficiently obviate, in others they lead the un- 


wary into many hurtful errours ; inſtead of elucidating, 


they obſcure the true nature, end and deſign of the ſa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. The great doctrines of 
faith and repentance are more peculiarly to be attended to, 
when we celebrate this ſacrament, which was inſtituted for 
a ſolemn and ſtanding memorial of Chriſt. For repent- 


ance reſpects God, who is the, party offended, and to. 


whom we hope to be reconciled ; and faith refers to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as its chief object. What then can 
be more proper when we receive this ſacrament, than the 
renewal of our repentance ? which implies a conviction 
that we have done ſomething evil and ſinful, contrary to 
the law we are under and thoſe obligations of duty and 


RJ gratitude that lie upon us; whereby God is highly pro- 
WE voked and incenſed againſt us, and we are in danger of 
His wrath and the fad effects of the divine diſpleaſure, 


| Wh | whence ariſes ſorrow and contrition : and herein the faith 


of the goſpel is neceſſary to make our repentance effec- 


tual; for this is the method of God's grace, not to pardon 
ſin without ſatisfaction to His offended juſtice, and Jeſus 
Chriſt hath made ſatisfaction for ſin by the merit of his 


ſufferings : and this faith doth more particularly reſpe&t 


the death of Chriſt, and is therefore called . faith in his 
blood,“ becauſe that is more eſpecially the object of our 
B 2 — faith ; 
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faith; as it was a ſeal of the truth of his doctrines, and 
alſo a confirmation of all the bleſſings and benefits of the 
new covenant. 

If then the ardinance itſelf has been expoſed to the 
entire neglect and contempt of ſome, who have taken up 
many crude notions about it, without ever looking into 
the new teſtament; or who diſtinguiſh perhaps between a 
poſitive inſtitution and a moral law, not conſidering that 
the former, at the inſtant that it is enacted by a proper 
authority, is as obligatory upon thoſe to whom it is given 
as the latter—if inſtead of attending with ſeriouſneſs and 
underſtanding to the methods of the divine prace for the 
ſalvation of ſinners, to the true nature and conditions of 


the covenant between God and us, and to the plain ſcrip- 


ture-doftrine how a ſinner is ſanctified and obtains par- 
don of his fins, the people muſt be gratified with ſublime 
notions and unintelligible myſteries—if the miniſters of 
God's word, inſtead of preaching what men may under- 
ſtand and what they ought to believe and practiſe, in an 
unaffected and convincing manner, are converſant rather 
in deep points of divinity, and teach for doctrines of the 
goſpel many crude conceptions of men ; or if writers of 
warm imaginations, inſtead of explaining judiciouſly the 
lofty figures of ſcripture-language, heighten them far be- 
yond all poſſible meaning; if, for inſtance, they call the 
ſacrament of the Lord's Supper “ an unbloody facrifice” 
in ſome real and literal ſenſe, though the ancient writers 
ufe the word ** facrifice“ in the metaphorical ſenſe only, 
in imitation of the figurative and ſublime expreſſion of 
St. Paul, who ſtyles the chriſtian church © The true cir- 
cumciſion;“ and notwithſtanding as “ without blood 
there can be no remiffion ” fo properly without blood there 
can be no facrifice—if, which is more unſcriptural, they call 
this ſacrament * a feaſt upon the ſacrifice”, though under 
the law the prieſt did not feaſt upon the ſin-offering— 
while alluſions to the poſitive inſtitutions of the moſaic 
diſpenſation are carried to fanciful and extravagant 


 Jength—if ſome new unintelligible account of the ſacra- 


ment of the Lord's Supper be ſubſtituted for the inſtruc- 
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tion of chriſtians, inſtead of a plain and ſcriptural one— 


or on the other hand, if the deſign of the Lord's Supper 


has been repreſented as a remembrance of our obligations 
to Jeſus in general, without any ſpecial reference to His 
death and paſſion, as an atonement for the ſins of the 
whole world—if inſtead of a commemoration of that all- 
ſufficient ſacrifice, which was once offered for an eternal 
expiation, it has been deemed, like baptiſm, a rite ap- 
pointed for the remiſſion of ſins ; which is the ſame thing 
as to imagine, that the Lord's Supper, which is to be re- 
peated perpetually, has the ſame promiſe annexed to it, 
as has that other ſacrament which is to- be adminiſtered 
but once; and is an encouragement to continue in (in, 
that the grace of forgiveneſs likewiſe may be perpetually 
repeated—if moreover in the adminiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper the cuſtom of ſome is, to pronounce only the ini- 
tial words * the body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt” and 
* the blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt”, leaving out all 
that follow ; whence we may fairly preſume, that they 
are not much averſe to the doctrine of the council of 
Trent concerning the true body of Jeſus Chriſt and His 
true blood under the ſpecies of bread and wine, which 
next to that of infallibility is of all their teners the moſt 
valued by the members of the church of Rome, and is of 
itſelf the moſt important, being the main part of their 
worſhip and the chief object of all their devotions—on 
all theſe accounts, great reaſon there is to take your prayer 
books in your hands, and fay, we want no other guide or 
aſſiſtant, than this grave, decent, ſenſible, and devout 
Order for the adminiſtration of this holy ſacrament. 
Therein we ſhall learn its true nature, end and deſign, 
which neither are nor poſſibly can be taught us from the 
words of the inſtitution conſidered by themſelves. For it 
contains the whole ſ{cripture-do&rine of the office and 
character of Chriſt ; it repreſents to us our bleſſed Sa- 
viour as a facrifice, atonement and propitiation of our 
ſins; and if the remembrance of Him is eſſential to the 
ſacrament, the remembrance and acknowledgment of Him 
as the ſacrifice, atonement and propitiation of our ſins, 


E 


is eſſential to the ſacrament likewiſe. It moreover directs 
and confines the attention to all that is delivered concern- 
ing the purpoſe of this holy inſtitution by the divine Au- 
thor himſelf, and the due performance of this ſolemn ſer- 
vice by thoſe, who alone had authority to declare the na- 
ture of it; neither on the one hand diminiſhing, nor on 
the other augmenting what is declared by them to belong 
thereto. 

To it therefore I refer you; premiſing only, that the 
peculiar care of our Church is obſervable in this as well as 
its other offices, to prepare the parties concerned to per- 
form their duties with underſtanding, and to inſtruct as 
well as to aſſiſt them in the performance. And firlt of all, 
the Rubricks before the communion ſervice offer them- 
ſelves to your notice. The principal deſign of the firſt of 
them is, that the Miniſter, by knowing at leaſt ſome time 
before the names of all that intend to be partakers of the 
holy communion, may be able to inform himſelf of their 
firneſs ; fo that if there be any among them not duly 
qualified, he may perfuade them to abſtain of their own 
accord; or if they obſtinately offer themſelves, abſolutely 
reject them. For the ſecond and third Rubricks give an 
abſolute power to the church to repel ſcandalous offenders, 
that is, ſuch notorious evil livers by whom the congrega- 
tion is offended, as alfo thoſe amongſt whom he perceiveth 
malice and hatred to reign; and the Ordinary ſhall pro- 
ceed againſt the offending perſon according to the canon, 
Not that any unworthineſs except the communicant's own, 
can pothbly endanger him or prevent his receiving benefit. 
Doubtleſs it is very deſirable, that all our religious aſ- 
ſemblies were made up of ſuch perſons as would do honour 
to our holy profeſſion; and in an eſpecial manner, it would 
be more ſatisfactory as well as more edifying, to come to 
the Lord's table in company with ſuch only as are quali- 
fied for a place at it. Good reaſon there may be, that 
they who are unqualified ſhenld, when they properly can, 
be reſtrained from it; but ſuch as are worthy have nei- 
ther direction, nor permiſſion, to ſtay away, becauſe others 
come who are unworthy ; nay, ſhould even the ſtewards 


and 


E 

and diſpenſers of God's myſteries, who ought not with 
impure hands to offer ſacrifice to Him whoſe eyes abhor 
iniquity, be themſelves unholy perſons, let no man there- 
fore be tempted to deſpiſe the offering of the Lord, for 
that is holy ſtill : “ the promiſes of all God's ordinances 
are in Chriſt Jeſus yea and amen, unto the glory of God 
by us”, 2 Cor. i. 20; the apoſtle's meaning is evident, 
that they are ſure, infallible, and entirely to be depended 

upon, by as many as worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 
Hence ariſes a queſtion, not indeed without ſome diffi- 
culty ; and which I will briefly mention, becauſe the ſo- 
lution of it will be a ſufficient anſwer to many other caſes, 
productive of much offence to the pious communicant. 
Since all perſons before they are admitted to any office 
are obliged to receive the ſacrament, as a qualification 
with what propriety and effect it is needleſs to ſay; is the 
Miniſter obliged to admit every ſuch perſon as offers? I 
think, it is moſt highly expedient ſo to do : for though 
beſides notoriauſly bad livers, there are other perſons diſ- 
abled by the laws of the Church from communicating, 
ſuch as ſchiſmatics, unbaptized, and excommunicated 
perſons ; ſuch too as have not been confirmed, when they 
had it in their power to apply for that purpoſe; and 
laſtly, all ſtrangers from other pariſhes, whom the Mi- 
niſter is required for very good reaſons to forbid and to 
remit home to their own pariſhes, there to receive the 
communion with the reſt of their neighbours ; yet with 
reſpect to all of them there is a reſerve in caſes of neceſſity, 
and in ſome of conveniency too. Such a large diſcretionary 
power as is implied in the refuſal might be hurtful to a 
body of men, who are moſt obnoxious to the injuries and 
provocations of their wicked and deſigning neighbours, in 
theſe days of univerſal licentiouſneſs. What a reproach 
would it be to them to reſemble in any ſort the former 
times, when the rigour and ſourneſs of miniſters denied 
the holy ſacrament to their pariſhioners, unleſs upon ſuch 
conditions and in ſuch manner as they could not with a 
good conſcience comply with? It is not our buſineſs to 
indulge ſpleen and ill-nature by a rigid ſeverity, but to en- 
| | deavour 
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deavour by an exemplary candour and benevolence to re- 
claim the profane and irreligious. In this method we ſhall 
be ſure to do our duty, whereas in the way of diſcipline 
and correction we may chance to be wrong. Inſtead of 
keeping many at a diſtance, we may with more eaſe and 
ſatisfaction invite them to draw nearer ; and if any be re- 
fractory, ſuch is the juſtice of the world, and of which 
we are more confident, ſuch is the juſtice of God, that all 
infamy and puniſhment will fall upon themſelves. And 
beſides that it is impoſſible but that tares will be mixed 
with the wheat, to attempt to root them up may often be 
more hurtful than to let both grow together until the har- 
veſt, | 

The fourth Rubrick has reſpect to the conveniency of 
this divine ſervice, agreeably to the direction of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. Let all things be done de- 
cently and in order.” To exclude all outward acts of 
worſhip from true religion, and to place religion almoſt 
wholly in them, are both wrong. Our minds muſt be 


filled with a due reverence towards God, and that pious 


diſpoſition muſt ſhew forth itſelf in proper acts of external 
worſhip. And here it is proper to obſerve, that in the 
firſt and pureſt ages of chriſtianity, the holy euchariſt was 
joined always to the public and common prayers of the 
congregation; wherein was followed the practice of the 
apoſtolic times, for we read that“ all that believed con- 
tinued daily with one accord in the temple, breaking 
bread from houſe to houſe;” Acts it. 4, 6. in the 
houſe” the words ſhould be tranſlated, that is, in the 
place of their religious aſſemblies. Our church too, in 
conformity to thoſe and the ſubſequent times, has ap- 
pointed a great part of this office to be uſed on all Sundays 
and holydays, and orders the prieſt to ſay it at the com- 
munion table, the place where all the prayers of the 
church were uſed to be ſaid : becauſe that is the proper 
place, wherein to commemorate Jeſus our only Mediator, 
through whom all our prayers are accepted; and more- 
over this part of the liturgy, conſiſting chiefly in words 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, and ſerving to ſingular good 

| purpoſ e 


E 

purpoſes even when there is no communion adminiſtered, 
being deviſed at the firſt for that purpoſe, is very properly 
read at the Lord's table. If, in taken of the greater re- 
verence, it be the cuſtom of ſome to bow thereto, calling 
it the altar, ſince no man is conſtrained to ule this cere- 
mony, there is no good reaſon why any ſhould be of- 
fended. f 

To proceed: can there be a fitter beginning to this 
ſacred office, which has ſo peculiarly Chriſt for its author, 
than that divine prayer which owes its origin likewiſe to 
Him? And 2s the people were commanded to purity 
themſelves belore the ſirſt publication of the Law (Exodus 
xix. 14.) is it not likewiſe moſt fitting, that chriſtians 
ſhould pray to God to cleanſe the thoughts of their hearts 
by the inſpiration, even the gracious influence and opera- 
tion of His Holy Spirit, at the time when the Miniſter is 
to rehearſe diſtinctly the divine precepts of the moral 
law? which by baptiſm we were once admitted into a ſo- 
lemn obligation to obey, as by the other ſacrament of the 


Lord's Supper we continually renew and confirm that ob- 


ligation, Let me entreat all that hear me, to conſider well 
the true ſpirit of religion in this part of the office; which 
conveys a moſt momentous truth, that whatever elſe in 
preference to keeping the commandments of God in the 
courſe of a virtuous and good life, goes among vain men 
under the name and character of religion, and is weakly 
and ſuperſtitiouſly valued or eſteemed as ſuch, is all of it 
errour and deluſion. The words which God ſpake, re- 
quire a ſolemnity of voice and manner ſuitable to the de- 
livery of the law. The Miniſter pronounces in the name 
of God Himſelf a ſummary of moral duties, on the per- 
formance of which man's eternal happineſs depends, 
With what reverence and awful ſilence ought the people 
to hear and receive God's commandments, and at the end 
of each with what fervency and devotion to implore the 
divine mercy, to incline their hearts to keep every part 


and earneſtly entreating Him 1n the words of that excel- 


theſe 


thereof? begging of God “ ſufficient grace” 2 Cor. xii. 19, 


lent petition, ** Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(0 

theſe Thy laws in our hearts, we beſeech "Thee :” re— 
membering always that moſt emphatical and affectionate 
exclamation, *©* Bleſſed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life.” 
Rev. xxii. 14. Oh that theſe words were graven in their 
hearts, who think their faith is ſuſhicient to ſave them, 
though it hath not works! 

The prayers that follow are very properly inſerted 
where they ſtand, that there may be no interruption in 
the communion ſervice; and there are two, both which 
tend to the ſame end, and differ more in form than in 
{abſtance. It is the exhortation of the Apoſtle, that firſt 


of all ſupplications, prayers; interceſſions and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, for Kings and all that are in 


authority. And great reaſon have we to be thus thank- 


ful, who are protected thereby in the exerciſe of that pure 
reformed religion, which has the feweſt poſitive rites, and 
lays the leaſt ſtreſs upon them; and moreover wherein 
thoſe rites which are appointed, have the molt direct and 


immediate tendency to promote real virtue and holineſs in 
the lives of men, 
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EXT after the Collect, Epiſtle, and Goſpel, con- 

cerning the antiquity, matter, and ſuitableneſs of 
which I need not enlarge, follows the Nicene Creed ; 
which was drawn up purpoſely to condemn the hereſies, 
that had crept very early into the church. And ſince in 
this ſacrament we renew our baptiſmal vow, a principal 
part of which was, that we would believe all the articles 
of the chriſtian faith, it is very requilite that we ſhould, 
before we are admirted to the holy communion, declare 
that we ſtand firm in the belief of thoſe articles. Not 
that this or any other creed hath authority of its own 
equal to the ſcriptures, but it derives its principal au- 
thority from them ; nor is it in the power of man, or any 
number of men, to leſſen or encreaſe the fundamental ar- 
ticles of the chriſtian faith, But as we have all been 
* baptized into one body,” and have all © been made to 
drink into one ſpirit,” we muſt “ endeavour to keep the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace.” 1 Cor. xii. 13. 
Eph iv. 3. And as the people are enjoined to ſtand at the 
reading of the goſpel, which containeth the words of eter- 
nal life, the ſame poſture ought in reaſon to be uſed when 
with the mouth confeſſion is made unto ſalvation. 

Now with regard to the ſeveral offices of the Divine 
Perſons in the Trinity, in which regard it is that the 
ſcriptures ſpeak of them, there can be no miſtake. It is 
the vanity of men ſpeculating about their metaphyſical 
nature beyond what is written, that has been the occaſion 
of many errours, which the Nicene Creed condemns. For 


this reaſon it was originally enjoined, and ſtil] continues 


to be rchearſed by the peop'e before the ſacrament ; to 
ſhew, that they are free from the hereſy of ſome, who 
have imagined three co-ordinate Beings, which is the im- 
piety of Polytheiſm, aud directly contradicts.that funda- 

C 2 mental 
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mental article, the unity of God; and of others, who 
contended that they are one perſon only with three modes 
or denominations, which is the errour of Sabellianiſm, 
and deſtroys the perſonality both of the Son and of the 
Holy Gholt ; but principally of Arius, who affirmed that 
there was a time, when the Son and the Holy Spirit had 
no being, and that they were made out of nothing even 
as the meaneſt of creatures; and of Socinus, who dimi— 
niſhing yet further the dignity of our Saviour's Perſon, 
made Him a mere man, and denied that He had any be- 
ing before He was born of the Virgin Mary. How then 
amidſt this multiplicity of errours, ſhall a ſincere and un- 
learned chriſtian conduct himſelf ? Let him hold faſt and 
abide by thoſe collections or ſummaries, which in ſcrip- 
ture- language are called © the form of ſound words,“ 
te the words of faith,” “the principles of the doctrine of 
Chriſt,” and in the preſent language of chriſtians, the 
Creed or Belief ; let him be very cautious not to follow 
vain men, who affect to be wiſe beyond what is written; 
and always remember ſo to underſtand all phraſes of hu- 
man conception, as to mean neither more, nor leſs, than 
is implied in the ſcripture expreſſions. 
After the Nicene Creed follows a Rubrick of directions, 


the principal intention of which was to forbid the ſuper- 


{titious obſervance of holydays in honour of many new 


ſaints, whoſe legends are made up of heaps of frivolous 


and ſcandalous vanities, of falſe and fantaſtical miracles ; 
many of which have been even with diſdain thrown out, 


the very neſts which bred them abhorring them. The | 


peculiar propriety of placing it here is obſervable from the 
maſſes that uſed to be performed on the ſaints days; pray- 
ing that the interceſſion of ſome local and favourite faint 
might make the ſacrifice acceptable; that the ſaint for 
whoſe honour theſe oblations were ſolemnly made, would 
by his merits procure them to be accepted; and that the 
ſacrifice might bring to them a greater indulgence, being 
offered up by the ſuffrages of the ſaint, In all which ap- 
pears the foul degeneracy of the Romiſh Church both in 
the doctrine and Fate of chriſtianity, and particularly 

in 


- 
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in the repetition of Chriſt's propitiatory ſacrifice in the 
maſs, 

In the next place, the ſame Rubrick directs that, if oc- 
caſion be, notice be given of the communion on ſome fu- 
ture day. In the early times of chriltianity, the daily or 
weekly communions made it known that there were then 
no ſolemn aſſemblies of chriſtians without them ; but now, 
when the time of communicating is ſomewhat uncertain, 
and long omiſſions make ſome people ignorant of the op- 
portunity, and others forgettul of the duty and ſervice 
itſelf, many of us unwilling, and all more or leſs indiſ- 
poſed for it, the pious care of the Church is very laud- 
able and thankworthy, in giving warning for the celebra- 
tion of the holy communion on the Sunday or holyday 
immediately preceding ; and in providing moreover large 
inſtructions and very ſerious and affectionate exhortations, 
as well to the impenitent ſinner as to the penitent and 
doubting chriſtian. 

The laſt clauſe, concerning what things are to be pub- 
liſhed and what not, was added to prevent the indecent 
and profane cuſtom, which too much prevails ſtill in 
country-churches and requires the attention of the 
Ordinary, of publiſhing the moſt frivolous and unbefitting 
things during the performance of divine ſervice. Per- 
haps there never was a time when the interpoſition of the 
magiſtrate was more neceſſary to maintain the honour of 
religion. In nothing did the piety of our anceſtors and 
theic zeal for God's glory ſo much appear, as in their ex- 
treme care to protect the divine worſhip from the rudeneſs 
and temerity of wicked and profane men; and in nothing 
is the licentiouſneſs of the preſent age more conſpicuous, 
than in an avowed diſregard and contempt of holy things. 
It is an ill eſſay of reverence and godly fear, to behave in- 
decently in the church of God ; and let no man pretend to 
have any regard for chriſtianity, who will dare to profane 
its holy ordinances. 

In the primitive times ſermons were appointed to be 
uſed more eſpecially when the Lord's Supper was to be 
adminiſtered ; and it is very ſuitable, that the minds of 


the 
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the people ſhould be devoutly diſpoſed by ſome pious and 
practical diſcourſe adapted to the ſolemnity of the occa- 
ſion. The Sermon therefore is a part of the communion 
ſervice ; and for the ſame reaſon, in the homilies ſet forth 
by authority at the time of the reformation, when a com. 
petent number of miniſters of ſufficient abilities to preach 
in a publick congregation could not be found, which was 
a moſt uſeful and commendable inſtitution as well to ſupply 
the neceſſary as the caſual defect of ſermons, one of them 
contains a plain and inſtructive diſcourſe (for ſo the word 
ſignifies) concerning the worthy receiving of the ſacra- 

ment of the body and blood of Chrilt. 
The Sermon or Homily being ended, the Miniſter, who 
iveth warning for the celebration of the holy communion, 
is directed to uſe one or other of thoſe ſerious and affec- 
tionate exhortations, which are ample forms of the warn- 
ing itſelf, It would detain you very long, elſe I ſhould 
not think my time and labour ill beſtowed, to enlarge 
upon every part of thoſe excellent compoſitions, They 
are admirably fitted to remind them who intend to com- 
municate, of the great dignity and importance of this 
holy myſtery ; and others who neglect to come to the com- 
munion, how great injury they do to themſelves, and 
how ſore puniſhment hangeth over their heads for the 
ſame. They are moreover ſo plain and intelligible, that 
good reading is the beſt comment upon them ; and the 
ple will very devoutly and earneſtly attend to them, 


inaſmuch as the miniſter cannot fail to pronounce them 


with a ſerious gravity and a truly pious and affectionate 
warmth. 

And now follows the exerciſe of Charity, without 
which faith would be void and religion vain. Moſt highly 
reaſonable it is in itſelf, as well as agreeable to ancient 
practice, that when we come to partake of the Lord's 
Supper, we ſhould offer unto God according to our abi- 
lity for the relief of the diſtreſſed ; whence this part of 
the ſervice is called the Offertory. The Church therefore, 
in order to ſtir us up more effectually to the exerciſe of 
this important duty, has here ſelected ſuch ſentences of 
| | ſcripture 
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ſcripture as contain the moſt ample inſtructions, the moſt 
authoritative injunctions, and perſuaſive exhortations 
thereto. 

They are the words of our Saviour Himſelf, Matt. v. 
16. Let your light ſo ſhine before men,” the light of 
your meeknels, goodneſs, and charity, the light of your 
excellent temper and univerſal virtue, “ that they may 
ſee your good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” 

« Lay not up for yourſelves treaſures upon earth, 
here the ruſt and moth doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and ſteal ; but lay up for yourſelves trea- 
{ures in heaven, where neither ruſt nor moth doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves do not break through and ſteal ;” 
Matt. vi. 19, 20. that is, be not fo ſollicitous for the 
periſhable th.ings of this world, as for the everlaſting glory 
and happineſs of the next, 

& Whatloever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, 
even ſo do unto them: for this is the law and the pro- 
phets.” Matt. vii. 12. As thou wouldeſt have no man to 
be injurious to thee in any thing, be not thou ſo to any 
man in any kind ; for this is the foundation of all thoſe 
duties of juſtice and mercy, which are ſo much inculcated 
in the law and the prophets. 

„Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord,” 
not every profeſſur of the true religion, not every mem- 
ber of the church of God, © ſhall enter intothe kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven,” Matt. vii. 21. That which God requires as 
a condition, and will accept as a qualification in thoſe 
who hope for eternal life, is faith in Chriſt, and a ſincere 
and univerſal obedience to the precepts of the Goſpel. It 
is not the mere outward profeſſion of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, the owning of Chriſt to be our Lord and Maſter, 
and being baptized into His name; it is not the external 
worſhip of Him, and ackaowledgment of ſubjection to 
Him, by prayer and hearing His word and communicating 
in His holy ſacrament, that will be ſufficient to gain us ad- 
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miſſion into heaven: there can be no repentance to falya- 
tion without obedience to His laws. 

The next ſentence therefore declares, what is the moſt 
eminent fruit and effect of true repentance : it is the mak- 
ing of reſtitution and ſatisfaction to them whom we have 


| injured. We are taught that it is got enough to part with 


what is our own, unleſs we reſtore that which is another 
man's. Though the poor be relieved out of our abun- 
dance, where is our juſtice, charity, and benevolence, in 
detaining from him whom we have injured that which is 
his own ? 

* Zacchwvs ſtood forth and ſaid unto the Lord, behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and it I 
have done any wrong to any man, I reſtore fourfold.” 
Luke xix. 8. But what if there be a total diſability to 
make reſtitution ? for inſtance, what reparation can be 

made, in the caſe of ſpiritual injuries, to thoſe whom we 
have at any time drawn into fin and engaged in wicked 
courſes by our influence, or example, or by neglect of 
duty rowards them ? what compenſation to the fame and 
character of our neighbours, which has been hurt by ſlan- 
der, or calumny, or falſe witneſs? It is very poſlible 
that the oppreſſor may not be able out of his ill-gotten 
eſtate to make ample ſatisfaction to all whom he has in- 
jured. Remember then that in every violation of God's 
laws, either by fraud, or violence, or calumny, or in any 
other way, there is an injury done to God, as well as to 
man: there muſt therefore in the firſt place be repentance 
towards God: and becauſe without reſtitution there can 
be no remiſſion, thy forrow muſt be ſo much the greater, 
as thy ability to make reſtitution is leſs; which, inſtead of 
laying unneceſſary burdens upon men's conſciences, let 
me recommend as a ſerious and important leſſon to be in- 
jurious to no body; ; whereby the difficult duty of reſti- 
tution will be avoided. 

Thus we are inſtructed in the comprehenſive duty of 
charity. It is well known, that in the primitive times 
the Clergy had a liberal maintenance out of the devotions 
of the people. The ſentences therefore from the ſixth - 
the 
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the tenth incluſively reſpe& them; and though in general 
it may be proper to omit the recital of them, ſince the 
clergy have a ſtated and legal maintenance, yet where the 
local income is inſufficient, they have {till a right to their 
ſhare in theſe offerings. The remaining ſentences re- 
commend to our pious conſideration the extent of this 
duty in reſpect of its object, which is all mankind. The 
law of charity requires that we ſhould bear an univerſal 
good will to all men, and wiſh the happineſs of every in- 
dividual and pray for it, as ſincerely as we wiſh and pray 
for our own; and if we be ſincere in our wiſhes and pray- 
ers for the good of others, we ſhall be ſo in our ende vours 
to procure and promote it : butit is impoſſible to do good 
to all; no man's abilities can reach to the knowledge, 
much leſs to the ſupply and relief of the wants of all. We 
are therefore to do good unto all men, while we have 
time,” or © as we have opportunity ;” which either 
ſignifies as occaſion is offered, or as we have ability : and 
herein it is neceſſary to make a difference, and to uſe pru- 
dence and diſcretion in the choice of the moſt fit and pro- 
per objects. Caſes of extremity, the obligations of na- 
ture, of juſtice, of gratitude, claim a particular regard ; 
and eſpecially they © who are of the houſhold of faith,” 
members of the ſame myſtical body, who partake of the 
ſame holy myſteries, the body and blood of our bleſſed 
Saviour, which is the ſtricteſt bond of chriſtian charity, 
fall under a very particular conſideration in the exerciſe of 
this duty. But we are not therefore to confine our bounty 
to one particular ſect or party, as if they and none elſe 
were of the houſhold of faith; for ſo did the Jews, and fo 
do the Papiſts now. 
The next thing recommended is an unwearied perſe- 
verance in well doing. Saint Paul in, his firſt epiſtle to 
Timothy, after aſſerting his apoſtolic authority in the moſt 
lofty and rapturous expreſſions of. gratitude, gives direc- 
tions concerning ſome of the judaizing chriſtians who at- 
tempted to enrich themſelves by preaching the goſpel in a 
diſhoneſt manner. He thereunto ſabjoins the moſt af- 
fectionate wiſh of all imaginable ſucceſs and happineſs to 
D his 
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his own converts, marking out at the ſame time an un- 
erring rule of conduct; “ do thou, o man of God, flee 
theſe things ;” and proceeding in the next place to give 
directions concerning ſuch chriſtians as were already poſ- 
ſeſſed of riches: charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be ready to give and glad to diſtribute, 
laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that they may attain everlaſting life,” 
The word which our tranſlation renders “ foundation,” 
according to the common uſe of it, ſeems in this place to 
have a more eaſy and peculiar ſenſe, and to ſignify the 
ſecurity that is given by a pledge, or by an inſtrument or 
obligation of contract for the performance of covenants. 
The apoſtle ſeems plainly to allude to that paſſage in the 
apocryphal book of Tobit iv. 8, 9. © if thou haſt abun- 
dance, give alms accordingly ; for thou layeſt up a good 
treaſure for thyſelf,” thou treaſureſt up a good pledge or 
ſecurity, a ſure depoſit, © againſt the day of neceſſity.” If 
moreover ſuch as are rich in this world take into the ac- 
count what the ſcriptures aſſure us, that proportionable to 


the degrees of their charity, kindneſs, and generoſity, 


will be their reward, they will eaſily be perſuaded to lay 
out their money where there is the greateſt advantage and 
the beſt ſecurity. For “ God is not unrighteous, that 
He will forget your works and labour that proceedeth of 
love : ro do good and to diſtribute forget not, for with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed : give alms of thy goods, 
and never turn thy face from any poor man, and then the 
face of the Lord ſhall not be turned away from thee : be 
merciful after thy power ; if thou haſt much, pive plen- 
teouſly ; if thou haſt little, do thy diligence gladly to give 
of that little; for ſo gathereſt thou thyſelf a good reward 
in the day of neceſſity : he that hath pity upon the poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord; and look, what he layeth out, it 
ſhall be paid him again : bleſſed be the man that provid- 
eth for the fick and needy ; the Lord ſhall deliver him in 
the time of trouble,” _ 

„Let us now conſider one another to provoke unto 
love and to good works; not forſaking the aſſembling of 


ourlelves 
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durſelves together, as the manner of ſome is; but ex- 
horting one another: and ſo much the more, as ye ſee 
the day approaching.“ Can any thing be more important, 
than that we ſhould, when we ſeriouſly meditate upon the 
death of Chriſt, who gave Himſelf freely a ſacrifice for 
us, deſire to expreſs our gratitude in that way which he 
has choſen ? that the hearts of the poor and needy being 
rejoiced with our bounty, may zealouſly join with us in 
ſending up praiſes and thankſgivings to God. There is 
no man who approaches the Lord's table with any ſenſe of 
chriſtianity upon his mind, but muſt needs have a ready 
diſpoſition to ſhew mercy. But let this be attended to, 
that the true chriſtian temper and diſpoſition of love and 
univerſal charity is greater and mcre excellent than the 
moſt unbounded liberality to the poor. The Apoſtle 
diſtinguiſhes between them in expreſs words, and gives 
the preference to the former : though I beſtow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and have not charity, it proſiteth 
me nothing.” And ſo neceſſary is the duty of © forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one another,” that it is 
our Lord's advice; © if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there remembereſt that -thy brother hath ought 
againſt thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way; firſt be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift:” Matt. v. 23, 24. intimating, 
that ſo long as we bear a revengeful mind towards our 
brethren, God will not accept of any gift or ſacrifice that 
we can offer Him, or indeed of any act of religious wor- 
ſhip that we can perform. He does not make it of fo 
much more importance than offering the gift, as that it 
may at any time be an excuſe for neglecting this ſervice ; 
but this muſt be carefully and religiouſly attended to, 
that the gift or ſervice is not acceptable to God without 
the foregoing reconciliation with men. 

And “ now I beſeech you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and that there be no diviſions among you ; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the ſame mind and in the 
lame judgment,” 1 Cor. i. 10. Saint Paul's meaning is, 
D 2 - that 
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that notwithſtanding all ſuch differences of opinion as are 
abſolutely unavoidable, yet by mutual forbearance, meek- 
neſs, and charity, they ſhould nevertheleſs be free from 
ſtrife and contention. A principal part of the delign of 
this whole epiſtle was to ſhew the neceſlity of love and 
unity among chriſtians; and all that the Apoſtle diſ- 
conrſes therein concerning the ſacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was with intent to demonſtrate the ſame thing 
from the nature and deſign of this holy inſtitution. Hence 
is derived that ſevere cenſure upon thoſe, who eat this 
bread and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily. But 
Jet it not therefore be made a matter of ſcruple and 
groundleſs ſurmiſe, as if no man can be a worthy com- 
municant, unleſs he is actually upon good and friendly 
terms with all mankind. To be ſo is impoſſible, and to 
pretend to be fo is hypocriſy. The paſſions, the hu- 
mours, and the prejudices of men operate ſo powerfully 
in ſociety, and their underſtandings are ſo apt to judge 
according to the inclination of the will and affections, 
rather than the exact truth of the thing and the merits 
of rhe caſe, that the Apoſtle thought it needful to inſtru& 
Timothy, “ his own ſon in the faith,” in whom was 
** the gift of God,” and ſolemnly to“ charge him be- 
fore God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect 
angels, to do nothing by partiality.” c Tim. v. 21. 80 
that it is well, if the conſideration of the death of Chriſt, 
which we commemorate in the holy ſacrament, diſpoſes 
our hearts to forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, as we 
pray to God to forgive us our treſpaſſes. 
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HE ſentences being read, or ſo many of them as 

conveniently may be, it is now a proper time to pro- 
cecd to the exerciſe of another branch of chriſtian cha- 
rity, that of Interceſſion. And this is a charity, which 
God hath put into every man's power; which the richeſt 
ſtand in need of as well as the pooreſt, and the pooreſt in 
the world as well as the richeſt are capable of exerciſing 
at all times and upon all occaſions. We may be liberal 
and bountiful in our prayers to thoſe, to whom we are 
able to give nothing elſe; and when our hands cannot 
reach to relieve them, we may pour out our hearts to God 
for them; we may pray for their ſpiritual and temporal 
good, though it be not in our power to be inſtrumental in 
procuring either. Our alms muſt needs be confined to a 
few indigent neighbours, but our interceſſion may be as 
extenſive as the loving kindneſs of the Lord, © who com- 
forts and ſuccours all them who in this tranſitory life are 


in trouble, ſorrow, need, ſickneſs, or any other adver- 
ſity.” Nor can we at any time intercede more properly 


for the church of Chriſt, than when we commemorate 
His death, by virtue whereof he did once redeem us, and 
for ever continues to intercede for us in heaven. 

For which reaſon the primitive chriſtians, whenever 
they celebrated the holy myſteries of the body and blood 
of Chriſt, uſed a form of Interceſſion for the holy Catho- 
lic Church : their prayers were more extenſive than ours, 
taking in the dead as well as the living: which practice 
was founded on ſome particular notions of their owa; and 
no exception could lie againſt it, if by it they meant 


only to teſtify their love and reſpect to the dead, to de- 


clare their belief in the communion of ſaints, and keep 
up in themſelves a lively ſenſe of the ſoul's immortality. 


But 
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But the fictions of vain and deceitful men were the cauſe 
of infinite ſuperſtition in the church, Upon the ſame 
foundation with that whole invention of the ſaints in 
heaven being helpful to ſinners upon earth, chriſtians have 
been taught to believe, that the prayers of the living 
might avail for the dead, inſtead of their having perfected 
true repentance and reformation in their lives. | 
Our Liturgy therefore rejects the petition for the 
faithful that are departed, and the people are called upon 
to pray “ for the whole ſtate of Chriſt's church militant 
here in earth.” The ſtate of a chriſtian in this world is 
frequently compared to a warfare, and this alluſion has ap- 
peared ſo juſt, that the character of militant has obtained 
as the common diſtinction of that part of the church of 
Chriſt ſojourning here in the world, from the other part 
of the family which is at reſt in heaven, This appellation 
is never more applicable than in the devout aſſemblies of 
the church for the celebration of the bleſſed ſacrament of 
the Lord's Supper ; when the militant church doth re- 
ſemble moſt of all that hidden dignity and glory, where- 
with the church triumphanr in heaven is beautified; when 
good men on earth are full of faith, hope, and charity ; 
being partakers with them who are gone before, and who 
have already attained to the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light; praiſing God for their deliverance from the miſeries 
of this ſinful world; ſetting before themſelves their good 
examples, imitating their virtues, and reſpecting their 
memories; humbly ſupplicating the grace of God, that 
they may be made partakers with them of his heavenly 
kingdom ; looking for and waiting unto the bleſſed hope 
and the glorious appearance of the great God and our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt ; concluding their earneſt interceſſion to 
the Divine Majeſty, to inſpire continually the univerſal 
church with the ſpirit of truth, unity and concord, in 
the moſt devout accents of piety and adoration : ©* grant 
this, o Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's fake, our only mediator 
_ advocate,” And let all the people ſay, Amen,” ſo 
it, | 
To proceed: as the former exhortations were deſigned 
to increaſe the number of communicants, fo — 18 
+ 1 
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here added to be read at the time of the celebration of the 
holy communion, to make them worthy partakers; and 
without this, all other preparations would be thrown away. 
In vain would it be that all things are ready, that themſelves 
are come together with a purpoſe of communicating, and 
are conveniently placed for receiving the holy ſacrament, if 
they are not meet to be partakers thereof, It is the pious 
concern of our Church to prepare the devout communicant 
for this heavenly banquet, as well as this heaveniy banquet 
for the devout communicant. The prieſt therefore charitably 
aſſures them that mind to come to the holy communion, 
that the benefit is great, if with a true penitent heart 
and lively faith they receive this holy ſacrament, for then 
we ſpiritually eat the fleſh of Chriſt and drink His blood 
in alluſion to thoſe words of the Apoſtle, © the cup of 
bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Chriſt ? the bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Chriſt ?” 1 Cor. x. 16. then 
we dwell in Chriſt and Chriſt in us, we are one with 
Chriſt and Chriſt with us; for Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid, 
John vi. 65. he that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my. 
blood, dwelleth in Me and I in him :” on the contrary, 
the danger is great, if we receive the ſame unworthily. 
Many people, I know, are very much offended at the 
repetition of ſome expreſſions contained in this laſt Exhor- 
tation, “of being guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt 
our Saviour ;** that is, guilty of the greateſt irreverence 
towards him; © of eating and drinking our own dam- 
nation ;j” which word might more properly be tranſlated 
judgment or condemnation, as it often is elſewhere, not 
to certain puniſhment in another life, but to ſuch marks 
of God's diſpleaſure, as He fees fit, and which will be 
confined to this world, or extended to the next, as the 
caſe requires; not conſidering,” or in the language of 
the apoſtle, ** not diſcerning the Lord's body ;” not di- 
inguiſhing ſufficiently a ſolemn act of religion, by a dif- 
ference of behaviour from that in common life; © kindling 
_ God's wrath againſt us, provoking Him to plague us with 
divers diſeaſes and ſundry kinds of death ;” that is, as 
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Saint Paul expreſsly interprets himſelf, provoking God to 
inflict upon us ſeveral kinds of judgments. | 
Theſe indeed are hard ſayings, and thouſands of people, 
by underſtanding them in too ſtrong a ſenſe, have not 
dared in all their life-time, though in the main very good 
livers, to partake of the Lord's Supper, for fear of eating 
and drinking their own damnation ; yet they are all of 
them avoided by coming worthily with faith and repent- 
ance. Dreadful as they may be, they are only ſo to im- 
penitent ſinners. Their condition indeed is very terrible, 
and ſo is every page in ſcripture againſt ſuch, whether 
they come to the communion or not. The Church there- 
fore aſks them very ſharply, ** why then do ye not repent ?”_ 
for ſo ye might come hither without danger ; and truly, 
if they repent not, they will periſh, although they ſtay 
away. If without repentance they come to the holy com- 
munion, they die becauſe they come unworthily ; or if 
they forbear to come and continue in ſin, they die alſo. 
So that if they conſider it well, God hath brought them 
into an Fappy neceſſity of r:penting; and we do not exhort 
tem to come in their ſins, but to caſt away their ſins and 
come worthily. All this is acknowledged ; but wherein par- 
ticularly conſiſts that due preparation, by which all theſe 
evils and dangers may be avoided and the benefits of re- 
ceiving worthily Apt: certainly obtained, it is very meet 
that the conſciences of well-diſpoſed chriſtians ſhould be 
eſpecially inſtructed. The prieſt therefore with much 
earneſtneſs and devout affection exhorts the communicants 
« diligently to try and examine themſelves.” It is the 
advice of the Apoſtle, and the only rule which the ſcrip- 
tures give in this caſe. And this examination can only be 
of two ſorts; either an examination into the whole ſtate 
of a man's mind, whether he be in the faith” (2 Cor. 
Xiil. 5.) and in his general conduct has made it his ſincere 
endeavour to obey the commandments of God; or elſe an 
examination into the preſent diſpoſition of his mind, 
whether he be at the particular time of communicating in 
a devout frame and temper. The former kind of exami- 
nation is indeed of great importance, and attended with 
| 09 
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no difficulty ; the latter to pious perſons of melancholy 
diſpoſitions is full of difficulties and ſcruples, but in reality 
of little importance. There are many who do err per- 
haps on the ſtricter hand, and are ſuperſtitious in this 
matter, under an apprehenſion of a greater neceſſity than 
there really is of a long and ſolemn examination and pre- 
paration of themſelves, as often as they receive the ſacra- 
ment; infomuch that unleſs they can gain juſt ſo much 
time to ſet apart for it, they will abſolutely refrain there- 
from; though they live as becometh Chriſtians, and being 
habitually prepared can never be abſolutely unprepared. 
To others who perhaps would never find time to recollect 
themſelves and to take the condition of their ſouls into ſe- 
rious conſideration, the preparation for the ſacrament is ſo 
advantageous an opportunity to examine the ſtate of their 
ſouls and to exerciſe repentance, that I wonder why all 
but the moſt profligate ſinners do not eagerly embrace it 
with reſolution and care. | 

That the Lord's Supper is open to all the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity, every man underſtands from the words of 
the inſtitution. The holy ſcriptures have not particu- 
larly expreſſed the qualifications and diſpoſitions that are 
required of them who come to the Lord's Supper : they 
may nevertheleſs eaſily be collected from the nature of the 
ordinance itſelf, and our Church Catechiſm has reduced 
them to theſe three; repentance, faith, and charity. The 
ſolemn performance of this holy rite is a criterion of faith 
in the devout communicant; it is itſelf an act of faith; 
for men come to it to teſtify and declare that they do be- 
lieve, not to procure that they may believe. Does any 
one, who doubts of the great truths of chriſtianity, think 
that his ſcruples would be removed upon receiving the 
ſacrament? yet if he believes already and therefore com- 
municates, his faith will needs be ſtrengthened by the de- 
vout and ſolemn performance of this religious duty, eſpe- 
cially if it be frequently repeated. The rule of judging 
is nevertheleſs not ſo much by the poſitiveneſs, as by the 
livelineſs of our faith; for there are many falſe notions of 
religion, which will ſoon carry the people into a diſſolu- 
tion 
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tion of morals, under a pretence of being juſtified by 
faith without works: a doctrine which ſtrikes at the root 
of all religion, becauſe it weakens the obligation to a holy 
life. And it is exactly the ſame thing with reſpect to 
charity: receiving the holy communion is indeed very ef- 
fectual to increaſe the degree of it, but the reality we muſt 
have, that is, a real and hearty diſpoſition thereto, before 
we are worthy to receive. And then for repentance, 
which conſiſts in a hearty ſorrow for paſt tranſgreſſions, 
and a full reſolution to become better. More than this 
we cannot do, and leſs than this God cannot accept: for 
it would be to give us a licenſe to diſobey him, if He al- 
lowed us to come to the Lord's table, and © have fellow- 
\hip with Him, while we walked in darkneſs.” Mere in- 
firmities, the daily incurſions of human frailties, will be 
no excuſe for omitting what Chriſt has commanded to be 
done in remembrance of Him; nor can they be any reaſon 
why we ſhould not perform it with comfort. And thus 
we cannot purſue a more effectual method to obtain that 
full truſt in God's mercy, which the communion ſervice 
requires, than by receiving this holy {acrament frequently. 
Hence too ariſes the duty of ſelf-examination, For un- 
leſs a man has a true notion of the end and deſign of 
what he is going about, and of ſome rule of fitneſs there- 
to; and thereupon takes a review of himſelf whether he 
be equal to it, and prepares himſelf accordingly ; it is 
plainly his opinion, that it does not ſignify what he is as 
to his character and principles, and that one man will re- 
ceive juſt as much benefit as another: and is he not guilty 
of a moſt ſhameful and criminal abſurdity ? | 
On the other hand, I muſt not omit to take notice of 
ſome common errours into which good people have fallen. 
They find the exhortation of the apoſtle connected with 
thoſe dreadful denunciations, * whoſoever ſhall eat this 
bread and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, is guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord;“ and again, “he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himſelf ;”” and upon the miſtake and miſap- 
plication of theſe texts they have unwarily concluded, + 
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the danger of receiving unworthily being ſo very great, it 
is the ſafer way not to receive at all. Saint Paul indeed 
exaggerates, as pathetically as he could, the danger of 
receiving unworthily; but what think ye? did he mean 
to deter the Corinthians from receiving at all, becauſe they 
had ſometimes come to the Lord's table without due re- 
verence? or does he not rather exhort them to amend, 
and to come better prepared for the future? Obſerve 
then; after that terrible denunication he does not add, 
therefore let chriſtians take heed of coming to the ſacra- 
ment; but let them examine themſelves, and ſo let them 
eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 

It is hardly poſſible to conceive any thing of worſe con- 
ſequence to religion and morality, than to drive the people 
away from the Lord's table by the argument of unfit- 
neſs and the want of. doe preparation, or thoſe vain ap- 
prehenſions and ſurmiſes of conſcientious perſons that the 
ſins which they ſhall commit afterwards are unpardonable. 
It is ſurely an expedient very diſgraceful to chriſtianity and 
dangerons to its profeſſors, to cut off all religion, and 
therewith the means whereby the ſinner ſhould be re- 
claimed and brought into a better ſtate, rather than per- 
form any part of it unworthily. Is it poſſible to enter- 
tain a thought ſo unworthy of God and our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, as to imagine that this holy ſacrament was inſti- 
tuted not for the furtherance of our ſalvation, but to be a 
ſnare and an occaſion of our ruin; or can we think, that 
many good men ſhould, becauſe of their ſtrict and con- 
ſcientious obſervance of our Lord's Inſtitution, unavoida- 
bly fall into condemnation ? 

It will moreover be of ſingular uſe in regulating the 
practice of ſelf- examination, which like other religious 
exerciſes of piety has ſometimes been directed to wrong 
ends, and like them too been productive of much ſpiritual 
pride, when they who have paſſed this examination with 
much ſatisfaction to themſelves, and a confident opinion 
that they have gone throngh what others have not been 
able to go through, and conſequently muſt be much 
better chriſtians than they; it will, I ſay, be of great uſc 
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to conſider the occaſion and circumſtances of the Apoſtle's 


Wiſcourſle to the Corinthians. It ſeems, he took it for 


granted that they were reſolved to continue and perſe- 
vere in their chriſtian profeſſion ; and their crime was an 
irreverend and diſorderly participation of the holy ſacra- 
ment. It is plain then, that he did not intend to ſpeak 
of any habicual preparation by repentance for fins paſt or 
the reſolution of a good life, but only of their actval ſit- 
neſs and worthineſs at that time when they came to re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper. Agrecably thereto we are to 
underſtand the apoſtle's precept of ſelf-examination; 
wherein much is to be left to every man's prudence and 
ſerious conſideration concerning his own ſtate and con- 
dition, and the circumſtances of his particular caſe z or let 
him repair to ſome diſcreet Miniſter of God's word, who 
will explain to him the real import of the Apoſtle's diſ- 
courſe, which is the cauſe of ſo many perplexities; toge- 
ther with the great advantages of ſelf- examination when 
we are meditating upon the holy ſacrament, which re- 
quires rather reſolution and care, than any long time of 
preparation. And without doubt, when we conſider well 
what a ſacred action we are going about, and what a de- 
vout temper of mind is moſt becoming us, when we do this 
in remembrance of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, it will 
appear to be a practice very worthy of the countenance and 
encouragement of all good men; becauſe it is of great uſe 
for chriſtians by way of preparation for the holy commu- 
nion, to examine themſelves in a much larger ſenſe than 
the apoſtle occaſionally intended, in order to a ſincere re- 
pentance and amendment of all our ſeveral errours and 
miſcarriages, and to make us more careful for the future 
to avoid ſuch, for which we have ſo lately and ſeverely 
cenſured and condemned ourſelves. To which purpoſe 
we are earneſtly exhorted in the publick Office of the 
Church, “to repent us truly of our paſt ſins, to amend 
our lives, and to be in perfect charity with all men; ſo | 
ſhall! we be meet partakers of thoſe holy myſteries.” | 
And thus it is, this excellent form of exhortation is very 
well ſuited as well ta warn the unworthy not to * i; 
the 
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the Lord's table, as to aſſure ſincere and devont chriſ- 
tians, that their communion is acceptable and their pre- 
paration good, notwithſtanding the ſlowneſs and indiſ- 
ſition of ſome, their want of warmth and affection, the 
troubleſome and uneaſy, or even the irreligious thoughts 
and ſuggeſtions, with which many good and pious ſouls 
are apt to be diſturbed, but which by no means unqualify 
them for the performance of this ſolemn duty and ſervice. 
Conſider well the nature and end of this iuſtitution; that 
it is acknowledged by chriſtians of all denominations (ex- 
cept perhaps one only ſect) to be the expreſs and poſitive 
commandment of our Lord Himſelf: reflect too, that 
every indiſpoſition towards it, of what kind ſoever, may 
be inflicted by God as a juſt puniſhment of a former ſu- 
perſtitious diſuſe in ſome, or a careleſs neglect and ſcorn- 
ful inattention of others. Let this fink deeply into your 
breaſts, that he who is unfit to approach the Lord's table, 
is unfit to join himſelf in the aſſemblies of the ſaints, is 
moreover unworthy of the name and profeſſion of a chriſ- 
tian, How few are there whoſe ſcruples concerning their 
own unworthineſs are founded upon the conſiderations of 
true religion ? yet be ye well aſſured, after all that can 
be ſaid or done, the belt livers are the beſt prepared for 
the holy communion, | 
la them verily the due effect of every part of ſelf-exa- 
mination is exemplified, to wit, a true and fincere re- 
pentance, a lively faith, and an univerſal charity. And 
well may the great duty of thankſgiving be recommended 
to ſuch; well may they ſay with the Pſalmiſt, © What 
ſhall I render unto the Lord for all the benefits that he 
has done unto me? I will receive the cup of ſalvation, 
and call upon the name of the Lord. Praiſe the Lord, o 
my foul; and all that is within me, praiſe his holy name, 
Praiſe the Lord, o my ſoul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits; who forgiveth all thy ſins, and healeth all thine in- 
firmities; who ſaveth thy life from deſtruction, and 
crowneth thee with mercy and loving kindneſs.“ Well 
may they be exhorted above all things to “ give moſt 
humble and hearty thanks to God the Father, the Son, 
| and 
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and the Holy Ghoſt, for the redemption of the world by 
the death and paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt, both God and 
man, who did humble himſelf even to the death upon the 
croſs for us miſerable ſinners, who lay in darkneſs and the 
ſhadow of death, that He might make us the children of 
God and exalt us to everlaſting life.” Well may they be 
reminded of ** the exceeding great love of our Maſter 
and only Saviour Jeſus Chrift thus dying for us, and the 
innumerable benefits which by his precious bloodſhedding 
He hath obtained to us;“ which that we may always re- 
member He hath inſtituted and ordained holy myſteries 
as pledges of his love, and for a continual remembrance 
of his death, to our great and endleſs comfort. To Him 
therefore with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt let us give, 
as we are moſt bounden, continual thanks, ſubmitting our- 
ſelves wholly to his holy will and pleaſure, and ſtudying to 


ſerve Him in true holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of 
our life.“ Amen. 


DISCOURSE 


DISCOURSE V. 


HE feaſt being ready and the gueſts prepared, the 
prieſt invites them to draw near with faith, without 
which their approaches to the holy table would avail them 
nothing, and to take this holy ſacrament to their comfort : 
and it is a matter of very great moment, that we are gra- 
ciouſly informed in the goſpel, by what means and upon 
what terms we may be reconciled to God and find mercy 
with Him. | | | 
Confeſſion of our ſins is an eſſential part of that great 
and neceſſary duty of repentance, without which a ſinner 
cannot have any reaſonable hopes of the mercy and favour 
of God. Nor is a general confeſſion, that we are ſinners, 
ſufficient ; there muſt be a particular acknowledgment of 
our ſins, ſo far as upon a full diſcuſſion and examination of 
our conſciences we can call them to remembrance ; eſpe- 
cially ſuch heinous offences as our conſciences will not 
ſuffer us to forget, muſt be carefully adverted to with the 
aggravations of them ; and this confeſſion muſt be made to 
God with ſuch a ſhame and ſorrow as will produce a ſin- 
cere reſolution to forſake them. To God, I ſay ; be- 
cauſe the confeſſion of our ſins to men is not, generally 
ſpeaking, a condition of forgiveneſs; but only in ſome 


particular caſes, when ſins againſt God are complicated 
with ſcandal and injury to men. 


With reſpect to the confeſſion of ſins to the Prieſt, 
which is a great point of difference between Proteſtants 
and the Church of Rome, the latter eſteemiag it a neceſ- 
ſary article of faith, there is leſs difficulty. The text 
upon which they ground the neceſſity of confeſſion to the 
prieſt, is this: John xx. 23. Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them, and whoſe ſoever ſins ye 
retain, they are retained.” They urge, that the Apoſtles 
and their ſucceſſors by this power of remitting and re- 
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taining ſins are conſtituted judges of the caſe of penitents; 
and becauſe they cannot judge without hearing the caſe, 
that this infers particular confeſſion of fins to the prielt ; 
whence they conclude it neceſſary to the forgiveneſs of 
ſins. But do not the Miniſters of the goſpel exerciſe this 
power of remitting ſins in baptiſm, as well as in the ad- 
miniſtration of the other ſacrament of the Lord's Supper? 
and yet the particular confeſſion of ſins to the prieſt is not 
required, no not in the Church of Rome, in a the baptiſm 
of adult perſons. 

There are many caſes indeed, wherein men under the 
guilt and trouble of their ſins can neither appeaſe their 
own minds, nor ſufficiently direct themſelves, without re- 
courſe to ſome pious and diſcreet guide. Herein men 
certainly do very well, and many times prevent a great 
deal of diſquietude to themſelves, by a timely diſcovery 
of their condition to ſome faithful miniſter, without whole 
direction and aſſiſtance they ſhall never be able to extri- 
cate themſelves from the perplexity of their own minds ; 
but by ſmothering their trouble in their breaſts, may pro- 
ceed from one degree of melancholy to another, till at laſt 
they be plunged in diſtraction and deſpair. And thus far 
confeſſion is not only allowed, but encouraged among 
Proteſtants : and the fame is the ſenſe of our own Church, 
making all the good uſe of it, without the ill effects and 
grievous conſequences of the Romiſh confeſſion ; laying 
no neceflity upon men in this matter, but adviſing, eſpe- 
cially before the Lord's Supper, thoſe who have any un- 
eaſineſs upon their conſciences, to apply to ſome diſcreet 
and faithful miniſter of God's word for advice and ſatiſ- 
faction. And ſince the death of Chriſt is commemorated 
therein, great reaſon there is that we ſhould at that time 


confeſs our ſins to God, for which he died: ſince there is 
but one proper ſacrifice under the goſpel, that of Chriſt. 


upon the croſs ; but one Mediator in heaven, to offer up 


our prayers to God and to intercede continually for us, in 
the power and virtue of that one ſacrifice once offered for 
the redemption of mankind : ſince we believe, that 
through the merits of His death and ſufferings who 295 
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tuted theſe myſteries in remembrance thereof; and that 
upon the account of the ſatisfaction which He made to di- 
vine juſtice, we are reſtored to the favour of God, and our 
ſins are pardoned, and we have a title to eternal life: on 
all theſe accounts, it moſt highly becometh us before 
communicating to acknowledge and bewail our manifold 
ſins and wickedneſs, to the honour and glory of His name 
who ſo freely forgives them through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Accordingly a general confeſſion is here ſubjoined in our 
liturgy, to be made in the name of all that are minded to 
receive the holy communion, the minilter and the people 
kneeling humbly upon their knees : a devout and ſolemn 
form of words, ſo appoſite and patheric, that if the re- 
pentance of the congregation be anſwerable thereto, it is 
impoſſible any ſhould be more hearty and ſincere. h 
We know that confeflion and abſolution in the church 
of Rome give a degree of quiet and content, of joy and 
peace within, which the clergy of the Proteſtant church 
do not pretend to, where'theſe things are faid to be mi- 
niſterial only and not authoritative; yet ſince the abſolu- 
tion of the prieſt is highly expedient for the comfort and 
ſupport of the penitent, can he at any time exerciſe ** the 
* miniſtry of reconciliation which is given him” (2 Cor. v. 
19) more ſeaſonably than now? for which reaſon, ſtand- 
ing up and turning himſelf to the people, he pronounces 
a declaratory and petitionary form of abſolution. Which 
form the congregation muſt not even mentally repeat with 
him, much leſs mutter it over aloud, and thereby diſturb 
thoſe who are placed near them; but attend to it as de- 
livered by the miniſter with an awful ſilence, and at the 
end fervently fay ** Amen :” which is a ſolemn aſſevera- 
tion uſed in ſcripture upon ſerious and important occa- 
ſions, to expreſs an earneſt and hearty concurrence in what 
is promiſed, wiſhed, or affirmed. In 
Ablolution, in the judgment of our church, does not 
produce any certain effect, nor is it neceſſary to the for- 
giveneſs and ſalvation of the penitent ; wherefore a for- 
mal abſolution is not given to the dying penitent, unleſs 
he humbly and heartily defires it. The prieſt has nor any 
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judicial power or authority to apply God's pardon or for- 
giveneſs directly to the conſcience of any particular man, 
or the benefit of it to whom he pleaſes; but when he does 
by virtue of the power committed unto him, declare and 
pronounce ſuch ablolution regularly in the congregation, 
they who do truly and earneſtly repent of their ſins have 
molt aſſuredly their pardon conveyed to them thereby. 
And herein we obviate the ſupſterſtition of the papiſts, who 
fondly imagine that after a courſe of a moſt flagitious life 
the ſinner may be reconciled to God, and have his ſins 
forgiven at the laſt gaſp, upon a confeſſion of them to the 
pricſt with an imperfect degree of contrition, together 
with his abſolution; and moreover their vain reliance upon 
a power in him of repeating continually certain regular 
and periodical abſolutions, than which there cannot be a 
greater encouragement to vices and immoralities of all 
kinds, 
After all, that no doubrs or unreaſonable fears and ap- 
prehenſions may remain on their minds, who comme- 
morate the death of Chriſt in His bleſſed ſacrament, our 
liturgy has ſubjoined to this part of the ſervice ſeveral ſen- 
tences of ſcripture containing the goſpel promiſes of life 
.and falvation : which being. moreover the ſame texts 
whereon. the foregoing abſolution is founded, are ad- 
mirably fitted to confirm the faith and repentance of the 
devout communicant ; and if duly conſidered, will refreſh 
the wearied ſpirit, will adminiſter ſweet comfort and re- 
lief to the broken and contrite heart, will ſatisfy the fear- 
{ul ſoul, and utterly diſpel ſorrow and deſpair. 

If any then doubt of the pardon ard forgiveneſs of 
their ſins upon true faith and repentance, let them hear 
what comfortable words our Saviour Chriſt ſaith unto all 
that truly turn to Him: „Come unto Me all that 
travel and are heavy laden, and I will refreſh you.” 
S. Matt. xi. 28. Come to me as diſciples to be taught 
by me, in order to which it is requiſite, that ye beheve 
me to be the promiſed. Meſſiah and Saviour of the world, 
who will give himſelf for you, that he may redeem you 
from all Iniquity. | ag 
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« So God loved the world, that He gave his only be- 
gotten Son, to the end that all that believe in Him, ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ S. John iii. 16. 

If your fears ſuggeſt to any of you, that though all this 
is true, yet ye are unworthy, becauſe ye are grievous 
ſinners ; hear alſo what Saint Paul faith, 1 Tim. i. 15. 

* This is a true faying and worthy of all men to be re- 
ceived, that Chriſt ſeſus came into the world to fave ſin- 
ners.” 

Or if any of you have doubts nevertheleſs whether 
God will be appeaſed ; hear alſo what Saint John ſaith, 
1 John it. 1. 

If any man fin, we have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and He is the propitiation 
for our fins.” The efficacy of Chriſt's mediation and in- 
terceſſion with the Father is frequently mentioned in 
{cripture together with the expiation which He made for 
the ſins of men; or which is the ſame thing, with the 
price which He paid for the redemption of mankind ; be- 
cauſe the one is founded in the other, and depends upon ir. 

The devout congregation having thus exerciſed their 
charity, repentance, and faith, and being in a right dif- 
poſition to lift up their hearts unto the Lord, the next part 
of the office is thankſgiving. It was a precept in the law 
of Moſes (Deut. xvi. 19) Thou ſhalt rejoice in thy 
feaſts before the Lord :” and particularly in the paſchal 
ſupper, beſides the uſual form of bleſſing and thankſgiving, 
they ſang a ſolemn hymn in memory of their deliverance 
out of the land of Egypt. In compliance with which 
cuſtom, we find it recorded by two of the evangeliſts, that 
our Saviour and His diſciples immediately after the inſtitu- 
tion of the Lord's Supper ſang an hymn of praiſe unto God ; 
Which has been ſuppoſed to be the ſame, or part of that 
hymn, which the Jews uſed to ſing after the paſchal ſup- 
per: their deliverance from the Egyptian bondage being a 
type of our deliverance from the power and dominion of 
lin, and the thankſgiving proper upon that occaſion being 
more emphatically applicable to this. Beſides in the In- 
ſtitution itſelf, the Evangeliſt takes notice that when our 
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Saviour took the bread, He gare thanks, or bleſſed and praiſ- 
ed God; whence the whole action is uſually called the Eu- 
chariſt or ſolemn Thankſgiving : and to do this in re- 
membrance of Chriſt implies, that with the greateſt joy 
and higheſt expreſſions of gratitude we return thanks to 
God for His unſpeakable mercy in giving His only be- 
gotten Son, to the end that all that believe in Him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. And as it is very 
meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we ſhould at all 
times and in all places join with the heavenly choir in 
praiſes and adorations, it is more particularly ſo, when 
we do this in remembrance of Him ;” ſhewing forth 
the Lord's death by a perpetual commemoration, until His 
ſecond coming ; and chiefly when we celebrate the prin- 
cipal acts of our redemption, the nativity, the reſurrection, 
and aſcenſion of our Saviour, and his ſending the Holy 
Ghoſt to comfort us. * Therefore with Angels and 
Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praiſing thee, 
and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts, hea- 
ven and earth are ful! of thy glory. Glory be to Thee, 
o Lord moſt High. Amen.” 
The nearer we approach to the Lord's table, the greater 
reverence we ought to expreſs. Certain it is, thoſe de- 
cent preparations for the moſt ſolemn work of devotion 
will compole the wandering mind, and the grace of God 
will ſanctify ſuch ſenſible inferiour helps to greater and 
higher purpoſes. Thy way, o God, is in the ſanctu- 
ary;“ (Pf. Ixxvii. 13) whereby holy David expreſſes thoſe 
raptures and tranſports of affection, which he was ac- 
cuſtomed to have in the fixed and ſolemn times and places 
of God's worſhip: we muſt needs approach with reverence 
to ſuch ſacred places; and where there are affections of 
reverence, there will needs be poſtures of reverence too, 
And though God's peculiar preſence in, the aſſemblies of 
bis ſaints may give us confidence in our addreſſes to Him 
there, yet Goce it is out of God's mere goodneſs and grace, 
that we have the divine privilege of coming to the Lord's 
table, it is our duty to acknowledge it to be fo : _ con · 
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fJente muſt be tempered with an act of humility, which the 
prieſt kneeling down offers up in the name of all them that 
receive the holy communion, expreſſing his own and the 
people's unworthineſs. We do not preſume to come to 
this thy table, o Lord, truſting in our own righteouſneſs, 
but in Thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy ſo much as to gather up the crumbs under Thy 
table,” Yet of whom ſhall we have confidence to obtain 
mercy, but of Him whoſe property it is always to have 
mercy ? 

Next follows the prayer of Conſecration, which is a 
moſt ancient part of the communion-office. The Evan- 
geliſt Saint Matthew in the account which he gives of the 
inſtitution of the holy ſupper, and Saint Paul who deli- 
vered to his new converts that which he had received of 
the Lord concerning it, declare, that our Saviour himſelf 
did not diſtribute the bread and wine without uſing * a 
« form of bleſſing ” over it, Matt. xxvi. 26. which the 
latter calls“ giving thanks,” 1 Cor. xi. 24. The cele- 
bration of the paſſover among the Jews was plainly the eat- 
ing of a meal diſtinguiſhed from ordinary meals by ſe- 
veral peculiar ceremonies. Two of theſe ceremonies were 
eating of bread ſolemnly broken, and drinking a cup of 
wine called the cup of bleſſing. Our Saviour transferred 
them into the chriſtian church, to be uſed for a com- 
memoration of his death and ſufferings. The holy rite is 
very plain and ſignificant. We read in the book of Sa- 
muel (I. xix. 13) that the people would not eat till he 
came, becauſe he did bleſs the ſacrifice; and afterwards 
they cat that were bidden. How much more becoming 
are the prayers of the prieſt and the people over this hea- 
venly food of the ſoul, before we eat it! 

Obſerve now with what propriety, after the example of 
all the churches in the world from the days of the apoſtles, 
the Church of England uſes ſuch a form; ſetting aſide 
many ſuperſtitious and corrupt additions, retaining the 
words themſelves of our bleſſed Saviour's holy inſtitution, 
together with an introductory addreſs to Almighty God, 
our heavenly Father, If our Saviour had any other pur- 
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purpoſe in the Inſtitution than what the words imply, He 
would certainly have declared it at that time. He has. 
commanded us only to do what He did. Many forma- 
Jities and ceremonial circumſtances have by long ule pro- 
duced in the minds of men a conceit, that they are eſſen- 
tial parts of that, to which indeed they are but appen- 
dages; but his words ſufficiently expreſs his meaning, 
which without them would not have been ſufficiently 
known. That they were uſed by our Saviour to work 
any thing upon the bread and wine, cannot poſſibly be de- 

duced from ſcripture or reafon, and yet a great part of the 
popiſh ſuperſtition took its riſe from an ungrounded opi- 
nion of the-force of the words themſelves. 

Thus it is, we moſt humbly implore the mercy of God 
to grant, that we receiving theſe his creatures of bread 
and wine, according to His Son, our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt's holy inſtitution, in remembrance of His death and 
paſſion, may be partakers of His moſt bleſſed body and 
blood.” The prieſt by taking the bread into his hand and 
breaking it, makes a memorial of our bleſſed Saviour's body 
broken upon the croſs; and by exhibiting the wine, of 
His blood which was ſhed for the ſins of the whole 
world ; and by laying his hands upon each of them, re- 
peating the very words of the inſtitution itſelf, he de- 
_ clares, that the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, beſides 

expreſiing on our part duty to God, expreſſes on his part 
grace and favour towards us: that the bread and wine is 
an outward and viſible ſign, the ſolemn application there- 
of to a meaning and purpoſe which in their own nature 
they could not have: that this outward and viſible ſign 
denotes an inward and ſpiritual grace given unto us; that 
is, ſome favour freely beſtowed upon us, by which our 
inward and ſpiritual condition, the ſtate of our ſouls is 
much better : that the whole was ordained by Chriſt, and 
is of perpetual obligation : that it therefore truly deſerves 
the name of a ſacrament ; becauſe it is not only a ſign of 
grace, an action which repreſents the benefits that ir de- 
rives to us, but likewiſe the means whereby we receive the 
lame ; not the means whereby we merit grace, for no- 


thing 


thing but the ſufferings of our bleſſed Saviour can do that 
for us, but the means whereby what he hath merited is con- 


veyed to us: that it is moreover a pledge to aſſure us there- 


of, God has graciouſly been pleaſed to add to his covenant the 
ſolemnity of certain outward performances, by which He 
declares to us, that as ſurely as our bodies are nouriſhed 
by bread broken and wine poured out and received, ſo 
ſurely are our ſouls ſtrengthened and refreſhed by the 
body and blood of Chriſt. And thus, as the ſacrament of 
the Lord's Supper was ordained for the continual re- 
membrance of the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, ſo the 
ſolemnity of certain religious actions accompanying it, per- 
formed by God's miniſters in purſuance of the divine ap- 


pointment, is an earneſt or pledge of the benefits which 
we receive thereby. 
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E come now to the Form of Adminiſtration: and 
herein it is ordained, ** that the communicants 
ſhall receive the ſame kneeling ; which order is well meant, 
for a ſignification of our humble and grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the benefits of Chriſt therein given to all 
worthy reccivers, and for the avoiding of ſuch profanation, 
and diſorder in the holy communion, as might otherwiſe 
enſuc. Yet leſt the fame kneeling ſhould by any perſons, 
either out of ignorance and infirmity, or out of malice and 
obſtinacy, be miſconſtrued and depraved, it is here de- 
clared, that thereby no adoration is intended, or ought to 
be done, either unto the ſacramental bread and wine there 
bodily received, or unto any corporal preſence of Chriſt's 
natural fleſh and blood. For the ſacramental bread and 
wine remain {til} in their very natural ſubſtances, and there- 
fore may not be adored ; for that were idolatry, to be ab- 
horred of all faithful Chriſtians ; and the natural body and 
blood of our Saviour Chrilt are in heaven and not here; it 
being againſt the truth of Chriſt's natural body, to be at 
one time in more places than one,” 

This declaration explaining the reaſon of kneeling at the 
ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, which had been in K. Ed- 
ward's Liturgy but was left out in Q. Elizabeth's time, 
was very properly reſtored ; becauſe it contains an expreſs 
deciſion againſt the real preſence of Chriſt in this ſacra- 
ment, and marks very ſtrongly the eſſential difference be- 
tween a ſpeculation of a mode of Chriſt's preſence when 
it reſts in opinion, and an adoration founded thereon. 
Though the opinion of ſuch a preſence is wrong, yet there 
would be no great harm in that alone, if it had not a di- 
rect tendency to the impious and abominable doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation; but the adoration of an undue object is 
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{dolatry, and has all the impiety of that abominable dor⸗ 
trine. | 

We therefore kneel at the ſacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, not to acknowledge any corporal preſence, adding 
thereby idolatrous practice to erroneous belief, but to 
worſhip Him who is every where preſent, the Inviſible 
God. And this poſture of kneeling we by no means look 
upon as eſſential in itſelf ; but as a very becoming ap- 
pointment, and very fit to accompany the prayers and 
praiſes which we offer up to the throne of grace at the 
time of receiving the holy communion ; as well as to ex- 
preſs that inward ſpirit of piety and humility, on which 
our partaking worthily of this holy ordinance, and receiv- 
ing benefit therefrom, do ſo much depend. ears 

And here let it be obſerved once for all, that ritual 
matters, ſuch as kneeling at the ſacrament of the Lord's 
Supper and the ſign of the croſs in baptiſm, are in their 
own nature indifferent, and have always been declared ſo to 
be : all their neceſſity ariſes only from the power that has 
enacted them. It is a ſtrange poſition, that it is not law- 
ful to impoſe things indifferent: it ſtrikes at all authority 
both in church and ſtate ; ſince they ſeem to be the only 
matters in which human authority can interpoſe, and which 
may at any time, when it ſhall be thought expedient, be 
left as indifferent in their practice as they are in their na- 
ture. 

The words of Adminiſtration are a full paraphraſe of 
Chriſt's own words at the inſtitution, and the whole form 
together is as ſuitable to the occaſion as can be contrived, 
And here it will be proper to ſhew in the firſt place, that 
the Lord's Supper is rightly ſaid to be ordained for the 
continual remembrance of the ſacrifice of the death of 
Chriſt, not a repetition thereof as the Church of Rome 
teacheth. Every act both of worſhip and obedience is in 
ſome ſenſe a ſacrifice to God, humbly offered up to him 
for his acceptance. And this ſacrament in particular be- 
ing a memorial and repreſentation of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
ſolemoly and religiouſly made, may well enough be called, 
in a figurative way of f. peaking, by the ſame-Name wich 
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what it commemorates and repreſents. But that He ſhould 
be really and literally offered up in it, is a direct contra- 
diction not only to common ſenſe, but alſo to the holy 
ſcriptures; which exprelsly ſay, “ He was not to be of- 
fered often, for then He muſt often have ſuffered ; but 
hath appeared once to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
Himſelf; and after that, for ever ſat down on the right 
hand of God: for by one offering He hath perfected for 
ever them that are ſanctified.“ Hebrews ꝙ & 10. 

Our Lord's command is, * do this in remembrance of 
Me.” Now in the nature of things, the remembrance of 
any thing is not the repetition of the thing itſelf. And 
ſuch a repeated offering up continually of the real and ſub- 
ſtantial body and blood of Chriſt ; it any ſuch thing could 
be, would not be to commemorate the ſacrifice once of- 
fered upon the croſs, but to obliterate the memory of it 
by offering up perpetually new ones. The ſacramental 
remembrance of the great propitiation, the ancient writers 
of the church do indeed frequently ſtyle figuratively the 
unbloody ſacrifice; yet by that very expreſſion it is de- 
clared not to be properly itſelf a ſacrifice, but only a grate- 
ful commemoration of one ; and all the arguments drawn 
by the church of Rome from thoſe figurative expreſſions, 
by which the elements are called Chriſt's body and blood, 
and the ſacrament itſelf a ſacrifice, are as abſurd and con- 
trary to common ſenſe, as their practice of worſhipping 
a morſel of bread for God is idolatrous and abominable ; 
and it is all of a piece, to teach that the elements are 
changed into the ſubſtance of the body and blood of 
Chriſt, and that the ſacrament is properly a continual re- 
petition of that expiatory ſacrifice once offered upon the 
crols. 

To them who truly and ſincerely repent and amend, and 
who humbly and devoutly beg of God the pardon of their 
paſt and forſaken fins, through the interceſſion of Chriſt, 
though there 1s indeed no new Sacrifice, no new founda- 
tion of remiſſion, there is nevertheleſs ſufficient ground for 
hope and aſſurance of pardon in the merit of that one all- 
ſufficient ſacrifice once offered for ever; that one obla- 
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tion of himſelf once offered,” as it is very copiouſly and 
elegantly expreſſed in the communion ſervice; in alluſion 
to that portion of ſcripture in the epiſtle to the Hebrews 
(ch. 10.) where the one oblation of Chriſt is oppoſed to 
the many kinds of ſacrifices under the law, and the once 
offered to the repetition of thoſe ſacrifices. Sincere 
penitents can never with more reaſonable and well- 
grounded faith, hope that the benefits of the grace and 
forgiveneſs once purchaſed for them by that great expia- 
tion will be applied to themſelves ; that ſo the body and 
blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may preſerve their bodies 
and ſouls unto everlaſting life ; than when they comme- 
morate their Saviour's ſufferings in that ſolemn manner, 
which He himſelf hath appointed, with true devotion and 
with full purpoſe of amendment of life. What an indig- 
nity is it then to the holy inſtitution, that any who call 
themſelves chriſtians ſhould neglect this ordinance with a 
careleſs indifference ! what an injury to their own ſouls, 
if upon any ſlight pretences they deprive themſelves of the 
exceeding great benefits of ſo reaſonable and neceſſary a 
duty ! 

The next obſervation I ſhall make upon the form of 
adminiſtration is this. The ordinance, as has been ſhewn, 
was appointed not to repeat, but to commemorate the ſa- 
crifice of Chriſt ; which though we are required to do, 
and do accordingly more or leſs explicitly in all our acts 
of devotion, yet we are not required to do it by any viſible 
repreſentation, except in the Lord's Supper ; of which the 
outward part or ſign is bread and wine, which the Lord 
hath commanded to be received. And indeed he has fo 
clearly commanded them both to be received equally-by 
all the profeſſors of His moſt holy religion, that no rea- 
ſonable plea can be made either for them who omit this 
ſacrament entirely, or for that unjuſtifiable innovation in 
the church of Rome which . with-holds the cup from the 
people. Saint Paul, in the plaineſt words that can be 
uſed, declares it to be the duty of the people to partake in 
both kinds; © as oft as ye eat this bread and drink this 
cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till he come :” and our 

( G 2 Saviour's 


1 


Baviour's command to His diſciples was,“ drink ye all of 
this,” as well as take, cat, this is my body; and herein 
He hath more expreſsly directed all to drink of the one, 
than to eat of the other. They urge, that the A poſtles, 
whom our Saviour commanded to driok this, were prieſts 
and none of them laymen; yet their church forbids the 
prieſts themſelves to receive it, excepting thoſe who per- 
form the ſervice; and moreover the appointment of re- 
ceiving the cup belongs evidently to the ſame perſons, to 
whom He adminiſtered the bread ; and by the ſame reaſon 
that the people are denied the cup, they may be denied 
the bread alfo, or to partake of this holy ſacrament at all : 
which is the higheſt impiety. But then we alſo of the re. 
formed church ought always to be put in mind, that tho' 
we are allowed to communicate in bath kinds, yet we may 
ſtill loſe the advantages of both, if the holinels of our lives 
be not conformable to what is required of them who come 
to the Lord's Supper; to wit, © to examine themſelves 
whether they repent them truly of their former ſins, ſted- 
faſtly purpoſing to lead a new life; to have a lively faith 
in God's mercy through Chriſt, with a thankful remem- 
brance of His death, and to be in charity with all men.” 
Thirdly ; there is no myltery, no obſcurity, in the 
form of Adminiſtration; every thing is plain and intelligible. 
But the church of Rame inſtead of faying, that the bread 
and wine are ſigns of the body and blood of Chriſt, inſiſt 
on it, that they are turned into the very ſubſtance of His 
real body and blood : which imagined change they there- 
fore call tranſubſtantiation : and it is amazing how eaſily 
they are prepared to {wallow this doctrine againſt the clear 
evidence of their ſenſes. Now if this was true, there would 
be no outward ſign left; for they ſay it is converted into 
the thing ſignified : and conſequently there would be no 
ſacrament, for a ſacrament is an outward ſign of an in- 
ward grace. Beſides, if our ſenſes can inform us what any 
thing is, we have their teſtimony that the bread and wine 
continue to be bread and wine as much after conſecration, 
as they were before, Yet it is confidently urged, that Je- 


ſus Chriſt having e ſaid of the © bread | in * holy 
acra- 


E53 J 


ſacrament, “ this is my body,” we ought to believe the 
{aid piece of bread to be really and ſubſtantially His body, 
how much ſoever we may apprehend it to contradict the 
principles of ſenſe and reaſon. Their whole argument is 
very pompous : that the Infallibility of the church has 
defined it to be ſo; that miracles and viſions have abun- 


dantly ſupported it; that the infinite power of God, the 


words of the inſtitution itſelf, the teſtament of our dyin 

Saviour, all of them confirm it. Now the words here al- 
ledged are confeſſedly in the holy ſcriptures ; they were 
pronounced by our Lord Himſelt, and addrefſed to the 
apoſtles ; bur it 1s incumbent upon them who argue for 
the letter of theſe words to prove, if they can, that the 
figurative ſenſe ought to be exploded and ſet aſide ; till 
then we will not admit the literal meaning in contradic- 
tion to all our ſenſes and ideas of things, which riſe up ſo 
ſtrongly againſt every part of their chain of wonders. 
And though we eaſily apprehend that an infinite power can 


both create and annihilate beings at pleaſure, yet we main- 


tain that God cannot change the eſſence of things, and ſo 
make them contrary to their own nature. Beſides, when 
our Saviour ſaid “ this is my body which is broken, and 
this is my blood which is ſhed,” how is it poſſible that 
He could mean it literally? for this plain reaſon, becauſe 
His body was not then broken nor his blood ſhed ; nor is 
either of them in that condition now ; and therefore the 
bread and wine neither could then, nor can now, be turn- 
ed into them as ſuch. Our Saviour ſays in another place 
(Saint John ch. 6.) that He is “the bread of life,” that 
his “ fleſh is meat indeed” and his blood is drink in- 
deed ;” that © whoſo eateth ” the one and“ drinketh ” 
the other, hath eternal life ; and that without it we have 
no life in us: but all this if underſtood literally would 
prove, not that the bread in the ſacrament was turned into 
his fleſh, but that his fleſh was turned into bread. It is 
therefore ſo to be underſtood, as indeed our Saviour him- 
ſelf gives notice: the fleſh profireth nothing ;” the 
words which I ſpeak unto you, they are ſpirit, and they 
are life.” John vi. 63. It is not the groſs and litera], but 
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the figurative and ſpiritual eating and drinking; the par- 
taking by a lively faith of an union with Chriſt, and being 
inwardly nouriſhed by the fruits of his offering up his 
fleſh and blood for us, that alone can be of benefit to the 
ſoul. And in this ſenſe the body and blood of Chriſt are 
verily and indeed taken and received by the faithful in the 
Lord's Supper : though all communicants partake equally 
of what Chriſt calls His body and blood, that is, the out- 
ward figns of them, yet in a much more important ſenſe, 
the faithful only, the pious and worthy receiver, eateth 
his fleſh and drinketh his blood; which are verily and 
indeed, in their beneficial effects, taken and received by 
none elſe : to the faithful only it is the ſtrengthening and 
refreſhing of their fouls by the body and blood of Chriſt, 
as our bodies are by bread and wine. This real preſence 
of Chriſt in the ſacrament His church has always main- 
tained ; but as ſoon as the monſtrous notion of his cor- 
poral preſence was ſtarted, becauſe it ſeemed to exalt and 
dignity fo much the holy ſacrament, it caſily ſpread and 
prevailed in an ignorant and ſuperſtitious age; till at laſt 
idolatrous practice was added to erroneous belief, and a 
morſel of bread was worſhipped and adored for the Son of 
God Himſelf. 
I have inſiſted more largely upon theſe points, becauſe 
J verily believe, and would not, brethren, ye ſhould be 
ignorant, that many doctrines of the Romaniſts have not , 
only given occaſion to infidelity by the monſtrous ab- 
ſurdities which have thereby been bronght into religion, 
and by overſtraining the faith of men in ſome parts of it 
have brought them to a diſbelief of the whole, being apt to 
think that the miracles of the Apoſtles might have been of 
the ſame nature with their lying wonders; but beſides 
this, in order to gain men to a dependance upon and ſub- 
miſſion to the infallibility of their church, they have in 
their writings undermined the foundations of all religion 
and induſtriouſly endeavourcd to bring the people to ſcep- 
ticiſm and infidelity ; hoping that when they have made 
them of no religion, they will be fit for the religion of the 
church 
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church of Rome, which in ſome reſpects is worſe than no 
religion at all, 

The holy rite being now finiſhed, the prieſt and the 
people after a convenient interval for their private ejacula- 
tions, wherein take great heed that they be the effuſions 
of a ſerious and rational devotion, and which moreover is 
piouſly intended to compoſe both their bodies and their 
minds, and to bring them again into the proper temper of 
publick prayer, return to ſuch joint devotions as are ſuit- 
able to the ſolemnity. The firſt of theſe is the Lord's 
prayer, a form ſeaſonable at all times, but peculiarly fo 
now; for we know, that to“ as many as receive Chriſt,” 
that is, believe Him to be the promiſed Meſſiah and Sa- 
viour of the world, He gives power to become the Sons of 
God:“ John i. 12, ſo that we may all with one heart 
and with one voice addreſs ourſelves cheerfully to God, 
and very properly call Him * our Father.” Elſewhere 
the people are directed to repeat the Lord's prayer with 
the Miniſter, in this place they are directed to repeat it 
after him ; and this they may very well do, though with 
reſpect to the whole form they repeat it together with 
him: the only difference is, that the expreſſion of the 
latter rubrick is calculated to ſtir up more effectually, on 
this ſolemn occaſion, the devont attention of the congre- 
gation to that comprehenſive form of prayer which Chriſt 
himſelf has taught us. And the doxology, which is a 
a form of giving glory to God, is here annexed, becauſe 
all theſe devotions are deſigned to be an act of praife and 
thankſgiving for the benefits received in the holy Commu- 
nion, 

In the next place more eſpecial ſupplications are poured 
forth, conſiſting either of vows and refolutions, ſuch as 
are moſt proper to be uſed when we would expreſs our 
love and duty, agreeably to the directions of the Apoſtle, 
by © preſenting our bodies a living ſacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable to God, as our reaſonable ſervice ;” ſeeing that 
the goſpel without any addition of legal performances is 
the only way to ſalvation ; or elſe of praiſes and thankſ- 
givings, for the opportunity vouchſafed unto us of com- 
memorating 
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memorating the death of Chriſt in the manner which 
He hath appointed, and which is a profeſſion of our com- 
munion one with another, as ſays the ſame Apoſtle. 
The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the com- 
munion of the blood of Chriſt ? the bread which, we 
break, is it not the communion of the body of Chriſt ? 
for we being many are one bread and one body ; for we 
are all partakers of that one bread.” 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. And 
to this the nature and conſtitution of the univerſal Church 
of Chriſt, the notion of its being a body whereof Chriſt 
is the Head, does itſelf naturally lead and direct us: for 
as in the literal ſenſe we have many members in one body, 
ſo in the ſpiritual ſenſe we being many are one body in 
Chriſt and every one members one of another. 

To conclude this office with a hymn is ſo direct an imi- 
tation of our Saviour's practice, (S. Matthew xxvi. 30) that 
frequent forms of praiſe and thankſgiving upon this occa- 
ſion are to be met with in the moſt ancient chriſtian 
writers; but none more earneſt and affectionate, more 
heavenly and ſublime than that which we make uſe of. 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good- 
will towards men. We praiſe thee, we bleſs thee, we 
worſhip thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for 
thy great glory, o Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty.” 

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jeſu Chriſt ; O Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takeſt away 
the ſins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
takeſt away the fins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takeſt away the ſins of the world, receive our 
prayer, Thou that fitteſt at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us.” 

For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, 
thou only, o Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt high 
in the glory of God the Father, Amen.” 

Leſt any thing ſhould till be wanting in this excellent 
office, the Church has added ſeveral collects more; which 
are all of them devout, plain, ſhort, yet comprehenſive ; 
and are to be faid as often as occaſion ſhall ſerve, after the 
collects either of morning or evening prayer, the com- 
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munion or litany, particularly after the offertory when 


there is no communion, at the diſcretion of the Miniſter. 
Nothing now remains, but that all be diſmiſſed with a ſo- 


lemn bleſſing, which will certainly abide with every worthy 


partaker of the holy communion. And the peace of God 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of His Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: and the bleſſing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Page 6, line 37, for and read for. 
Page 12, line 38, for lengtb read lengths, 
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